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* Finance to approved purchasers, * Conditions apply. Extended warranties available, trades welcome.

9.2%
Driveway Finance
• Make additional payments or withdrawals at any time
• Interest charged monthly and calculated on the outstanding 
   balance of the loan

2006 Toyota Hilux 2WD Doublecab
3.0 common rail turbo diesel, 5 speed, airbags, air con, 

CD stereo, canopy, deckliner, 
towbar, 1 owner from new, 

2 to choose from

$24,995

Interest

$27,995

$19,995

2008 TOYOTA Corolla Diesel 5 Door Hatch
powerful and very economical 2.0 turbo diesel, 6 speed , 

manual, stability traction & cruise control, ABS,  
front/side/curtain &  

drivers knee airbags,  
sold new by us,  
only 59,500kms,

incredible 5.4L 
per 100km

*

$28,995

2008 Holden Rodeo LT 4x4 Double cab
3.0 common rail turbo diesel, 5 speed, 1 owner, airbags, 

ABS, air con, cruise control, 6 disc CD, 
towbar with 3 tonne towing, 

tonneau cover, deckliner

$12,995

2005 HONDA Jazz 5 Door hatch 
1.3 DSI, auto, 1 owner from new with factory servicing, 

airbags, ABS, air con, incredible interior space with 
“magic seats”, weather shields & hatch spoiler, 

class leading fuel economy 
5.8L per 100km 

$14,995

2002 MAZDA Atenza sport hatch
2.3i, tiptronic auto, airbags, ABS, air con, alloy wheels, 

Immaculate well maintained example

from $28,995

2005 to 2010 TOYOTA Hilux SR5 
4x4 Doublecab

3.0 diesel turbo, 5 speed manual and auto, 
we currently have 9 Hilux 4x4’s in stock, 

many colours, some 
with canopies, hardlids 

or torneau covers, 
inquire today, 

trades welcome, 
very competitive 

finance 
options available.

$23,995

2008 TOYOTA Camry Sportivo
2.4 VVT-i, auto, front, side & curtain airbags, ABS brakes, air 

con, factory tuned suspension, sportivo body kit, 
cruise control, immobiliser & factory alarm, 

only 52,500kms, 
stunning in cyper green

$24,995

2009 HOLDEN Cruze CDX Sedan
1.8i, auto, heated front seats, leather interior, front, 

side & curtain airbags, stability, traction & 
cruise control,
 ABS, air con, 

only 25,500kms.

$41,995

2008 Toyota Prado RV 
3.0 common rail, turbo diesel, auto, 8 seater, 

airbags, ABS, climate a/c, towbar
full time 4x4, NZ new

2008 HOLDEN Commodore SV6 
High output 3.6 V6 with active select auto,beautiful example 

in heron white with window tints, sold new by us, airbags, 
stabitity, traction & cruise control,  

all SV6 features

“AMALGAMATION is the last step . . .  
not the first.”

That was message from Waitomo mayor 
Brian Hanna in a submission to a Parlia-
mentary Select Committee in Hamilton 
on August 30.

The local government and environment 
select committee was in the Waikato to 
hear submissions to the Local Government 
Act 2002 Amendment Bill.

Mr Hanna says he was pushing the 
point that “a lot of the reforms were around 
arriving at the solution before identifying 
what the problem was.

“And for small councils like ourselves 
it’s really important that we have strategic 
alignment.

“What I mean by that is, when you go 
back to about 2000 when there was an 
attempt to amalgamate Waitomo and 
Otorohanga, they were doing nothing in 
common. There were no shared services – 
there was no strategic alignment.

“It was doomed to fail,” he says.
“The key for small local governments is 

to work through the regional alignment 
we can get around planning, roading and 
those sorts of things.

“Amalgamation is the last step, not 
the first.”

He says small councils like Waitomo 
and Otorohanga don’t want solutions 
forced on them. 

“We want our communities to be better 

off under reform, not worse off, in terms of 
representation and decision-making.”

Otorohanga District Council did not 
make a submission to the Parliamentary 
Select Committee but mayor Dale Wil-
liams did make one on behalf of the May-
ors’ Taskforce for Jobs.

STRONG GOVERNANCE

Waikato Regional Council also sent the 
committee a clear message.

Chairman Peter Buckley and deputy 
chief executive Clare Crickett presented 
the submission to the select committee, re-
iterating the council’s support for the Gov-
ernment’s push to improve the efficiency 
and effectiveness of local government.

Good local government in the Waikato 
demands strong governance at local and 
regional levels.

Mr Buckley told the committee: “The 
regional council is keen to work with oth-
ers and play a constructive role in helping 
to build a more competitive and export-
driven economy, balanced against the need 
to protect the environment.”

He said to achieve the objectives of the 
Better Local Government reforms; the 
regional council believed several changes 
would be helpful to the draft legislation 
around the purpose of local government 
and re-organisation of local authorities.

Ms Crickett said the council believed 
the purpose of local government should 

continue to include the promotion of the 
“four wellbeings – environmental, eco-
nomic, social and cultural”.

“This purpose has been in use for the 
past 10 years and is now clearly under-
stood. 

“It allows communities the ability to 
seek what they need from their local 
government.

“Local authorities are under the ulti-
mate control of their communities through 
the democratic process. This is a better 
check than that proposed in the bill.”

PLANNING VITAL

There was also concern that insufficient 
weight was provided in the bill for stra-
tegic planning that is vital for regional 
economic success and environmental sus-
tainability.

“Strategic planning has the potential to 
develop the regional economy and make 
better use of regional and national re-
sources,” said Ms Crickett.

“The value of spatial planning is recog-
nised for Auckland, and it seems sensible 
that spatial planning should be within the 
purpose of all local authorities.” 

The regional council’s submission urged 
caution in relation to provisions that sug-
gested local reform proposals could only 
go ahead if more than half of voters polled 
agreed. 

Ms Crickett said regional councils have 

a distinct role that should be reflected in legisla-
tion. 

“The Local Government Act would better sup-
port good local governance, if it recognised that 
territorial authorities and regional councils have 
distinct roles to play. 

“If these different roles were made more explicit 
in the Local Government Act, there would be less 
confusion and conflict between territorial authori-
ties and regional councils, and a better public un-
derstanding of their respective roles,” she said.

The select committee was presented with infor-
mation about the role of the regional council in the 
Waikato including its ability to take an integrated 
regional overview; extensive flood management 
network and other hazard management; environ-
mental resource management; pest control; provi-
sion of public transport; and implementation of 
Waikato River co-management legislation.

BRIAN HANNA

Submissions made on reform


