“Whaia te Haumaru hei oranga mo te katoa”

Seek safety for the wellbeing of all.

We all want our roads to be as safe as they can be - for our whanau,
our tamariki and our friends.

You'll remember a few years ago we asked for feedback on speed limits
on our roads. The Oparure community were adamant they wanted a
50km/h zone near the marae and wharekura.

We listened, and added it to our Speed Management Plan. But in 2024
the rules changed - NZTA now set the speed limits and the 50km/h
zone is no longer valid for Oparure Road. We are now required to go
through another consultation process with the community to retain
the 50km/h zone.
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MakKing Oparure Road safer

Why are we undertaking consultation again?

Under the 2022 version, Waitomo District Council’s roading
team undertook consultation and developed a Speed Man-
agement Plan (SMP) which planned to change the speed
limits outside Te Wharekura o Maniapoto and Oparure Marae.

The change involved:

« existing 80km/h speed limit being reduced to a permanent
50km/h speed limit from 95m east of Fullerton Road to 580m
west of Boddies Road

- installing traffic calming treatments on Oparure Road on
both approaches to the kura (ie. speed humps or road mark-
ings)

When the 2022 Rule was revoked, any approved SMPs had
no legal effect and road controlling authorities were instruct-
ed by NZTA to either start a new SMP or use the alternative
method following the processes in the new rule.

Why the change from 80km/h to 50km/h?

Reducing the speed limit on this road will greatly improve
safety for all tamariki and whanau travelling to and from the
wharekura and marae.

As speed limits are now set by the New Zealand Transport
Agency (NZTA), Council has to submit the proposal for con-

sideration following further community consultation.

Under the previous consultation, Council received positive
feedback from the wider Oparure community regarding a
speed reduction outside the wharekura and marae.



What is road safety infrastructure?

Making roads safer isn't just about speed. There are other

things we can do to make our roads safer. That may

involve installing or improving the safety of the road,

such as signage and line marking.

Council recently installed new variable speed limits
outside 14 schools across the Waitomo District. These
changes mean the existing speed limits outside schools
are reduced over the AM / PM periods.

The consultation on Oparure Road is about setting a
permanent speed limit outside the wharekura and marae.

Some questions answered

Why is Council consulting on a new speed limit for
Oparure Road?

The road outside Te Wharekura o Maniapoto
currently has a speed limit of 80km/h. The first
consultation under the old rule agreed to reduce
the speed of Oparure Road outside the kura and
marae to a permanent 50km/h speed limit.
However, since the old rule was revoked by Central
Government, implementation of the speed limit
change has halted and WDC installed temporary
speed limit restriction of 50km/h as a temporary
solution until a final solution is implemented.

Why does this consultation not focus on drivers?
Even the most skilled drivers make mistakes.
Speed limits provide the safest possible environ-
ment for drivers and their passengers and other
road users.

Council will continue to promote road safety,
and that includes public education campaigns
targeting drivers.

What
happens next?

® A consultation will be undertaken for six

weeks from 19 January to 2 March 2026.

® We encourage the community to review the

proposal and submit feedback via this
Consultation Document or online.
www.waitomo.govt.nz/council/haveyoursay/
oparure-speed-consultation/

® Our Te Raangai Whakakaupapa Koorero com-

mittee will engage with the wharekura, marae
and community.

® Once the feedback is in, we'll analyse

comments and consider if changes should
be made to our proposal.

® Councillors will review those changes and

hear from submitters who wish to speak at
a Council hearing on 24 March 2026.

® The final plan will be decided and approved

by Council.

® The final plan will then be submitted to

NZTA'’s Director of Land Transport for
approval and implementation.

3. Who will enforce the new speed limit?

If the new permanent speed limit is accepted by
NZTA, Police will enforce. (Policing is not the job of
Council or Council staff.)

If the new permanent speed limit gets approved,
what happens next?

By law, Council must submit the proposed change
to the Director of Land Transport. If approved,
Council will then start implementing the change.
That will include installing new speed limit signs.

If I have a concern about another road not included
in this consultation, what can | do?

Speed limits on all roads are now set by NZTA.
Council undertook a consultation in 2023 regard-
ing the setting of speed limits across the district,
ahead of the 2024 Central Government regulation
change. We are unable to consider your issue as
part of this process, but we value your feedback
and may look at it in future.



SUB NO: /J/
Waitomo District Council Consultation - Oparure Road Speed Limit Change Waitomo

FORMAL SUBMISSION FORM

Submissions close at 4pm on Monday 2 March 2026

You can share your views by:

Completing this submission form and returning it to us by:

Visiting our Customer Services and Visitor Hub at 160 Rora Street, Te Kuiti

Posting to: FREEPOST 112498, Waitomo District Council, PO Box 404, Te Kuiti 3941
Visiting our website: www.waitomo.govt.nz/council/haveyoursay/oparure-speed-consultation/

[}
o
o Emailing it to: haveyoursay@waitomo.govt.nz (scan and pdf or take a photo)
o
[}

and fill in an online submission form

FULL NAME: PHONE:

ADDRESS:

EMAIL:

ORGANISATION (if responding on behalf of):

| wish to speak to Council about my submission Yes No " Hearings will be held on 24 March 2026.

Council will contact you with further details.

Do you agree with our proposal to change the existing 80km/h speed limit on a section of
Oparure Road to 50km/h? (from 100m west of Fullerton Road to 600m west of Boddies Road intersections)

Yes, | agree No, | do not agree

Other comments:

I'm not sure




