
TAINUI TRADING POST 
JULY 2015 

AWAKINO CHRISTIAN CHURCH MEETINGS 
Every 2nd and 4th Sunday 

Awakino Hall, 2.00pm 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 

Every 1st and 3rd Friday, 

328 Mohakatino Rd, 2.00pm 

ENQUIRIES PHONE 06 7529124 

 

All copy for the Tainui Trading Post due by 20th of the month. 

E-mail: tainuitradingpost@gmail.com - or post to Tainui Trading Post, PO Box 9, Mokau 4350 

COMMUNITY LIBRARIES 
Awakino Library Contact JENNY LEWIS: PH 7529 838 

Mokau Library Contact  ALLISON HAMILTON: PH 7529 855 

  TAINUI ST JOHN 

Our service urgently requires VOLUNTEERS  

 to help with the operation of 
OUR AMBULANCE SERVICE. 

        CONTACT LYNETTE ADAMS (07) 877 8877 

e-mail:lynadams@clear.net.nz 

  ERIC CRYER (06) 752 5821 

TAINUI PLAYGROUP 
Plenty of interacting through creative, outdoor and 

structured activities for your children. 

Lots of fun and great for the development and social skills 

of your child. 

Bring morning tea for your child. 

Everyone welcome. 

Where: Tainui Street, Mokau 

When: Wednesday, 9am till noon 

Cost: $3 session, $20 term. $30 family. Under 1 free 

Wendy Single 7529 774        Liz Ansell 7529 795 

Christy Lowry 7529 132 

NURSE’S NOTICE 
 

For Emergencies DIAL 111 

If you need a response today   

PH 0800 735 466 & Ambulance Control in New Plymouth  

will contact  either Taranaki Base Hospital  

Emergency Department or New Plymouth District Nursing. 

Otherwise leave a message on (06) 752 9723.  

This phone will be cleared daily. 

CLINIC HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9.00am - 11.00am.  

I will be in the area all day Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

 Ring early & leave a message & I will contact with you. 

Services available include:  * Blood pressure monitoring 

* Blood sugar monitoring (diabetes check)  * Wound care 

(dressings) *  Immunisations *  Cervical screening (by appointment) 

* Lifestyle and health education * Pregnancy tests 

* Home visits by appointment. 
 

PATSY BODGER, MOKAU DISTRICT NURSE 

 

We’re halfway 
through the year! 

ST PETER’S BY THE SEA 
“The Lord will be your everlasting light, and your days of 

sorrow will end” Isaiah 60:20 

 

July 5th Family Communion 2 p.m. Rev.  Hancock 

July 19th Family Service 2 p.m. G. McCartney 

All welcome.  Enquiries to D. Lowry  752 9123 

Or Rev. Carol Hancock 07 878 8026 

 PROGRESS TRANSPORT LIMITED 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 

No matter how serious life gets, you still gotta 

have that one person you can be completely 

stupid with 

PH (07) 877 8058   FAX (07) 877 8061  

 OUR LADY OF THE WAYSIDE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Vigil Mass Saturday, 11th July at 5 p.m. 

 

 WHITEBAIT INN 

57 North Street, Mokau 

OPENING HOURS 

7am—6.30pm Monday to Saturday 

8am—6.30pm Sunday 

 

 PH: (06) 7529 713 
DOCTOR VISITS IN MOKAU 

The Waitara Health Centre will be holding  

fortnightly Doctor Clinics 

at 

 NEW ST JOHN STATION 

MOKAU 

Tuesdays 7th & 21st July 

9am – 11.30am 

Dr Chris Morrison will be in attendance. 

For Appointments please 

Phone Waitara Health Centre 

06 754 8119 

Please state that you would like an appointment at Mokau. 

For Registered patients of Waitara Health Centre—NO EFTPOS 

SHEEP MANURE  

$8.00 PER BAG. NICE & DRY, READY FOR USE. 
SUPPORT THE LIONS WHO SUPPORT COMMUNITIES 

PH  LEN BRYANT (06) 752 9043  

WANTED TO BUY 

Whitebait set-net in good condition 

Phone: MIKE BROWN 06 757 5995 

TAINUI RUGBY CLUB 50TH JUBILEE 

8th of August gates open at 12pm 

$10 for adults $5 kids (5-15) under 5 free 

Golden Oldies at 1pm 35+( everyone welcome)  

Tainui vs Whangamomona 

Main game Tainui vs Whangamomona 2.30pm 

So dig out the old boots and come along for a great day of 

grass roots rugby 

 

If you would like to help on the day please contact Geoff 

Robertson on 06 7529789 or 

geoffnrobertson@hotmail.com. 

 

Other games this season are 

15th August Spotswood Untied Home 1pm kick off 

22nd August Urenui Away 1pm kick off 

29th August Ohura Away 1pm kick off 

5th September Urenui Home 1pm kick off 

12th September North vs South 1pm kick off.  

mailto:geoffnrobertson@hotmail.com


 

 
REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN 

PETER MCNEICE 

For any general electrical wiring & repairs 

Mileage from Mokau only 
PHONE 06 769 9596 

MOBILE 0274 456456 

e-mail: marg_peter@slingshot.co.nz 

M O K A U   M O T E L 
 

 Luxury Apartments 
Spa ensuite 

Family Studios 
Panoramic Views 

 

LAUREL & MURRAY REED 

 

Phone 06 752 9725  
email: laurel.murray@xtra.co.nz 

 

Coast Road, North Taranaki  P.O.Box 38, Mokau 

 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
(Under new Ownership) 

 

For Rental 
Mokau Beach Bach:- Sleeps eight; five minutes 

walk to the sea and the river. Off street parking with 
parking for the boat. Porta Cot and Highchair available 

 

Contact GRAEME OR CHERYL 06 7539922 

 

MOKAU HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
 

Tasman Sunset Studio * Room with a View 
Mount Egmont/Taranaki and the Tasman Sea. 

Set in peaceful surroundings. 

 

MARIE & JOHN CASFORD 
 

 PO BOX 58 MOKAU 
PHONE/FAX: (06) 752 9115 

  

 

 

 

 

When  PUSH  comes to  S H O V E 

Make  the  earth                 for  you 

 

KOMATSU  D41A BULLDOZER 

Ripping, mole ploughing up to 50mls 

 
PH: JOHN CASFORD 06 529115 

CASUAL STOCKWORK 

Also casual Mustering and Farm Minding. 
JOHN & MARIE CASFORD  PH/FAX: (06) 752 9115 

MAIN ROAD AWAKINO  

06 752 9885 
  HOURS:   6.30AM   TO  9PM  MON-SAT 

                   8. 00AM TO  9PM  SUNDAY 

We have a large grocery range available for sale as well as 

fishing gear, car accessories, hardware and much 

more.  Automotive and motorcycle servicing and 

repairs.  Competitive tyre prices.  Exchange gas bottles and hire 

equipment available 
 

 

GEORGE & MARIE HONNOR 

We have builders mix and cement for those odd concreting  

jobs around the home and lime to sweeten the garden  

@ $10.00 a 20 kg bag. 

George & Marie Honnor 

At the old Mokau Dairy Factory 
PH: (06) 752 9806 



MUSEUM HOURS 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily  

except Christmas Day & Good Friday 

Fax & Internet available 

MOKAU RIVER TOURS DVD - $25 

15 minute snapshot of the Mokau River 

Ian Whittaker gives a commentary of the River past 

and present 

Phone: 06 752 9036 or 0800 66 52 82 

MOKAU RIVER TOURS 

SAILING JULY 2015 

PHONE 067529036 

 
              ANDREW’S PATCH 

Some incidents that may be of interest for you in the last month: 
 

On the 24th of May, a driver lost control of their vehicle on SH 3 in the 

Awakino Gorge, narrowly missing several other vehicles before crashing down 

a bank. There were reports of bad driving, dangerous overtaking and driving 

too fast for the conditions prior to the crash. The driver suffered minor facial 

injuries and is soon due to appear in court. It does pay and help to report bad 

driving to Police, even if it is after the event. It helps build a picture on driver's 

behaviour and action can be taken before something worse happens.  
 

On the 23rd of May, a milk tanker and a campervan crashed head-on in the 

Awakino Tunnel. Moderate injuries were sustained by occupants of the 

campervan, and the investigation is still on-going, although it is apparent that 

both parties contributed to the crash.  

 

On the 26th of May, a driver lost control of their vehicle on SH 3 just north of 

the Awakino Tunnel after accelerating into the corner travelling north. 
 

Between the 6th and 15th of June firewood was stolen in large quantities 

several times from an address on Fraser Smith Road, Awakino. 
 

Just a reminder to check your firearms licence expiry date, it is that time again 

when a large proportion of licences will expire. If your licence is due to expire 

and you have not received a reminder by post, it is possible that you have not 

updated police with your new address. It is an offence and can result in a 

prosecution and loss of licence. If your address has changed, contact me as 

soon as possible.  
 

Cheers  

Andrew  
 

1 Oha Street, Mokau 

P0 Box 24, Mokau 

Phone: 06 750 5000 | Ext: 62400 

Direct Dial: 06 216 7299 

Email: andrew.murphy@police.govt.nz 

http://www.police.govt.nz/ 

 

From your Councillor 

 

In the last Tainui Trading Post I detailed Councils concern at the recent 

beach erosion effecting Mokau. Since then, the extent of the erosion appears 

to have increased dramatically, and on June 15th our staff inspected the rock 

wall that had been built to protect the end of Point Road. They were shocked 

at the level of damage to the wall, with a number of large rocks lost from the 

face and the backing membrane exposed, and in some cases damaged. 

 

We are not going to do anymore work to maintain the wall, so the 

anticipated period of protection we had hoped for has been dramatically 

reduced. Consequently, as I mentioned last time, those people with effected, 

or potentially effected properties, are recommended to draw up urgent plans 

for their ‘managed retreat’, as it could come sooner rather than later. 

Please contact me if you are uncertain as to what that may involve. 

 

Council has just released it’s two-monthly newsletter, ‘Waitomo Way’, that 

goes to all post boxes in the district, however it is unlikely to reach those of 

you who are non-resident, so an option for you is to access it through the 

Council website www.waitomo.govt.nz, go to ‘Publications and Forms, and 

click on ‘Waitomo Way’. 

There is an option to subscribe to email copies, or you can download a PDF 

copy. 

 

Phil Brodie 

Rural Ward Councillor 

Ph; 07 8778033 

Email; brodieauahi@xtra.co.nz  

We are taking a short hiatus this 

month. 

See you in August!  

FOR SALE - GREAT WHITEBAIT/ 

FISHING BOAT 

 

Fleetline Saphire 4.4m boat with dodger screen 

and pvc cabin roof.  

Back to back seating.  

1994 40hp force outboard, power trim and tilt. 

Stainless steel live bait tank with pumped water 

circulation.  

Ski tow post.  

Anchor and sea anchor included.  

Galvanised trailer with dura-torque axle. 

 

$5,500 ono 

 

Phone David: 027 575 8563 
 

mailto:Joe.Smith@Police.govt.nz
http://www.waitomo.govt.nz/


TAINUI HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
TDN 7/1/1950 

SEARCH FOR REMAINS OF TAINUI CANOE PROPOSED 

Old Argument may be Settled 

A proposal by Maori at Kawhia to remove the remains of the sacred relic from the supposed resting place at Maketu pa to Ngaruawahia 

may settle the old argument whether the Tainui canoe which brought the ancestors of the Waikato tribe to New Zealand lies petrified in a 

piece of ground near Kawhia. 

While most Europeans regard the claim as a myth, Maori firmly believe the tradition that the canoe was buried there and has since turned to 

stone. 

Search Suggested 

The elders at Kawhia have suggested to Princess Te Puea, who is a descendant of Hotorua, the commander of Tainui, that she should 

uncover the hull of the canoe.  They have agreed to instal the relic at King Koroki’s house at Ngaruawhaia for the celebrations which will 

be held in December to commemorate the coming of Maori to New Zealand in 1350. 

Princess Te Puea has refused the invitation to disturb the remains.  She says the place where the Tainui lies is sacred and that it would be an 

infringement of ancient Maori law to desecrate the grave where the Tainui has been lying for 600 years. Apparently there are no Maori in 

the Waikato possessing the necessary prestige who are willing personally to uncover the remains of the canoe.  In any case, it is suggested 

that a suitable ceremony would be needed before this highly tapu relic could be touched. 

Whether the canoe actually lies at Kawhia is the subject of much argument.  Although Maori have never attempted to uncover the remains, 

which they believe to be there, there are some that claim that the hull was revealed many years ago by a landslide. A party of Europeans 

armed with spades once attempted to dig up the Tainui, but were prevented by Maketu Maori, who are the traditional guardians of the 

canoe. 

Closely guarded Spot. 

The spot where the Tainui is said to have been buried is in a grove of manuka trees near the sea.  The stones which the occupants are 

supposed to have erected at the bow and stern still stand there.  They are enclosed with a barbed wire fence to ensure nobody walks on the 

sacred ground. 

This concession by Kawhia Maori to allow a search to be made for the remains of the canoe follows a request to Maori at Mokau to permit 

the Tainui anchor stone to be taken to Ngaruawahia.  An appeal by Princess Te Puea to have the stone transferred has not been replied to, 

but the proposal is supported by the rest of the Waikato tribe.  Mokau Maori jealously guard the relic, which they set in concrete several 

years ago.  Princess Te Puea has offered a finely carved monument to replace the anchor stone if it is brought to Ngaruawahia. 

Tainui Relics 

Meanwhile Princess Te Puea is assembling as many Tainui relics as she can gather in the meeting house, Mahinarangi, for the celebrations. 

She has obtained the top of the rock to which the Tainui was moored when it made its first landfall at Whangaparoa on the east coast.  It is 

a piece of sandstone weighing several pounds.  The rock to which it was attached has always been known to East Coast Maori as the Tainui 

Rock.  Another relic which Princess Te Puea has acquired is a rectangle piece of granite which was part of the ballast of the Tainui left at 

Matakana Island near Tauranga.  It was sent to Ngaruawahia by the elders of  Ngaeterangi at Tauranga.  Both relics rest in the meeting 

house beside a piece of stone from the historic temple of Taputapuatea in the Society Islands from where the canoes left on the voyage to 

New Zealand.          (Researched by Alf Lovell) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

YOUR LOCAL MAF APPROVED  

HOME KILL SERVICE 

BEEF SLAUGHTER:              Steak cuts. Mince-. Roasts 

           Corned meat. Sausages. 

PIG SLAUGHTER:          Processed ham Pickled pork.  

             Bacon. Ham on bone. Meat cuts. 

MUTTON SLAUGHTER:       Free flow frozen Chops 

            Roasts. Stews.   

VENISON, BEEF, PORK        Sausages—Saveloys—Luncheon 

OR MUTTON:                          or Mince patties 

We can supply half sides of beef,  

Whole hogget or pork at ex works prices 

Graham & Gloria Putt Ph: (06) 752 9844 

 

 

 

 

 

Heidi's Mobile Hairdressing 
LOOK @ ME 

LOOK @ ME 

Appointments to suit you 

Stockist of professional Hair Products 
:Macadamia Range 

:Affinage…:Tigi….Bed Head…. 
For all your styling needs 

Fully mobile unit inc back basin CUTS 

COLORS 
CURLS 

06-7529-780 

Free Advice 
Refill Inkjet & Lazer Cartridges 
New Inkjet & Lazer Cartridges 

Genuine & Compatible Copier Toners    
Printers  Fax Supplies 

Fully Guaranteed 

Ph: 06 757 4380   Fax: 06 757 4381 
172 Devon St East New Plymouth  

Email: newplymouth@cartridgeworld.co.nz   www.cartridgeworld.co.nz 

 



URENUI WOOLS 

Wanted 

Wool, Dags, Oddments, Shed cleanouts. 

In shed payments 

 

BARRY DUNCAN 

0272759969 A/H 067523737 

MOKAU WATER SUPPLY 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

As many of you will know, I looked after the Mokau water supply system for several years up until 2 1/2 years ago. Post my employment I have refrained 

from talking publicly about the water quality, the filter operation and the work associated with the new dam to avoid being seen as critical or negative 

because I was no longer employed to do the job. 

  

In early June 2015 I gave a council employee a sample of the town’s water and photos of freshly poured water in our bath. The water converts from cloudy 

when run to bright blue after normal soap is used. This is as a result of adding the chemical alum to lift the PH level in the water so I am told 

  

The water looked disgusting when compared with a sample of water taken fresh from the Awakino spring which is untreated. Since supplying the sample 

an employee of Veolia Water ask me to help him find a major water leak on the Awakino line. 

  

I took the opportunity to have a look at the new dam and associated work and what I found shocked me. The water quality in the old dam at this time of 

year has always been at its best due to the spring and rainfall 400 meters away in the newly built dam. After going through a 75mm pipe, the same water is 

disgustingly cloudy and so stagnant that you are unable to see more than 1 meter down into it. This is the result of the water not being circulated and 

renewed satisfactory. The draw off from this dam is relative to what is used in Mokau/Awakino. So I was able to see why our town water is such a 

disgrace. And I'm left to wonder what our water quality in the new dam will be like at the end of next summer.  

  

I hear about local residents and bach owners buying bottled drinking water which should not be necessary, especially in a community that already carries a 

significant rate burden. 

  

Some of the quality issues may be the result of the filter operators, however it is impossible to make good drinking water out of poor quality water, it can 

only be improved upon. And why should you have to when there is very good quality water available? 

  

The nature of the work to connect the old and new water to the filtering system has to be seen to be believed and it certainly does not comply with the 

K.I.S.S. [keep it simple stupid] system. 

  

With the natural water supply at the top of the hill it should be one of the most economical systems to operate in the country. To think that the old original 

filter system operated with 1 solenoid valve and 4 electronic probes compared with the complex system that is now in place and expensive to keep 

operating. 

  

I have heard that the council is going to take over the operation of the water filters systems at the end of June. I just hope that they get it right. I have major 

concerns for the Mokau/ Awakino areas water quality. The expense of curing a water shortage may be less than the cost of producing good quality 

drinking water. 

 

Trevor Walshaw, Mokau 

EARTHMOVING AND CARTAGE 

CHRIS WISE 

 

CONTRACTING LTD 

 

“Your first choice for rural contracting services” 
14 Tonne Digger:    Transporter. 
Six wheeler tip truck & trailer.  

Rubble* builders mix* drainage stone* landscaping stone* 
limestone chip* topsoil* compost and rocks* 

Metal sales over 4m3 can be delivered or buy from our yard. 
PHONE/FAX: (06)7529710. EMAIL: 

 

wise5@clear.net.nz 

 

TREVOR WALSHAW 
 

BUILDING REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 

FOR SMALL BUILDING REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 

 

REPLACE BROKEN WINDOWS & GLASS 

DOOR LOCKS, RANCHSLIDER WHEELS & LOCKS 

WILL TRY FIXING MOST THINGS. 

PH/FAX (06)7529813 

 

P & J MANSON CONSTRUCTION 

 

FOR ALL YOUR GENERAL CONSTRUCTION AND BUILDING 

NEEDS IN THE TAINUI AREA 

EXTENSIONS, ALTERATIONS, DECKS, FENCES, 

   RETAINING WALLS REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 

Licensed Building Practitioner 

           No job too big or too small 
        PETER & JENNY MANSON  PH 06 752 9045 

 

FAULL CONTRACTING  

For all your fencing needs 

Hourly & Contract rate available 

All work guaranteed 
MATT FAULL  

06 7529 862  027 9600 579 


