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FORMAL SUBMISSION FORM

Submissions close at 4pm on Monday 2 March 2026

You can share your views by:

e Completing this submission form and returning it to us by:

0 Visiting our Customer Services and Visitor Hub at 160 Rora Street, Te Kaiti

o Emailing it to: haveyoursay@waitomo.govt.nz (scan and pdf or take a photo)

o Posting to: FREEPOST 112498, Waitomo District Council, PO Box 404, Te Kuiti 3941

e Visiting our website: www.waitomo.govt.nz/council/haveyoursay/oparure-speed-consultation/
andfill in an online submission form
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. . ) * Hearings will be held on 24 March 2026.
I wish to speak to Council about my submission | Yes No Council will contact you with further details.

Do you agree with our proposal to change the existing 80km/h speed limit on a section of
Oparure Road to 50km/h? (from 100m west of Fullerton Road to 600m west of Boddies Road intersections)

\// Yes, | agree No, | do not agree I'm not sure

Other comments:
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Formal Submission —

Subject: Road Safety Improvements Requested — 308 Oparure Road (Retention of
50km/h Speed Limit)

Tena koutou,

As Principal of the kura located at 308 Oparure Road, I am formally raising concerns
regarding road safety for our tamariki, k6hanga reo children, staff, and whanau accessing our
site.

We wish to clearly state that we support retaining the current S0km/h speed limit. However,
additional safety measures are necessary to ensure this environment is safe within that speed
setting.

Current concerns include:

e Limited advance warning signage identifying the presence of a school and kdhanga
reo sites

e Increased traffic movements during drop-off and pick-up times

o Restricted visibility when turning into the kura driveway

o No safe turning space available for school buses

A significant safety issue is that buses must travel to Bodies Road to turn around before
returning to enter the school driveway to drop off students. This creates additional heavy
vehicle movements and increases congestion and risk during peak times.

Visibility when turning into the kura driveway is also restricted. Drivers exiting or entering
the driveway have difficulty seeing oncoming traffic in sufficient time to make safe
decisions. This creates avoidable risk for staff, whanau, and bus drivers.

As Principal, I have a duty of care to ensure that all reasonably practicable steps are taken to
protect those attending our kura. We believe practical improvements can significantly reduce
risk while maintaining the existing 50km/h limit.

We respectfully request that Council:

o Install clearly visible school and k6hanga reo warning signage

o Consider high-visibility or electronic school warning signs

e Undertake a formal traffic safety assessment of 308 Oparure Road

e Investigate safe bus turning solutions

o Install a roadside convex traffic mirror to improve visibility of oncoming vehicles
before turning into the kura driveway

o Consider road markings such as “SLOW” approaching the entrance

We are not seeking a reduction in the permanent speed limit, but rather targeted safety
improvements that support safe access for our tamariki and wider community.






