
TAINUI TRADING POST 
JUNE 2016 

AWAKINO CHRISTIAN CHURCH MEETINGS 
Every 2nd and 4th Sunday 

Awakino Hall, 2.00pm 

 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 

Every 1st and 3rd Friday, 

328 Mohakatino Rd, 2.00pm 

ENQUIRIES PHONE 06 7529124 

 

All copy for the Tainui Trading Post due by 20th of the month. 

E-mail: tainuitradingpost@gmail.com - or post to Tainui Trading Post, PO Box 9, Mokau 4350 

  TAINUI ST JOHN 

Our service urgently requires VOLUNTEERS  

 to help with the operation of 
OUR AMBULANCE SERVICE. 

        CONTACT LYNETTE ADAMS (07) 877 8877 

e-mail:lynadams@clear.net.nz 

  ERIC CRYER (06) 752 5821 

TAINUI PLAYGROUP 
Plenty of interacting through creative, outdoor and 

structured activities for your children. 

Lots of fun and great for the development and social skills 

of your child. 

Bring morning tea for your child. 

Everyone welcome. 

 

Where: Tainui Street, Mokau 

When: Wednesday, 9am till noon 

 

Cost: $3 session, $20 term. $30 family. Under 1 free 

Liz Ansell 7529 795      Christy Lowry 7529 132 

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN 

PETER MCNEICE 

For any general electrical wiring & repairs 

Mileage from Mokau only 
PHONE 06 769 9596 

MOBILE 0274 456456 

e-mail: marg_peter@slingshot.co.nz 

NURSE’S NOTICE 
 

For Emergencies DIAL 111 

If you need a response today   

PH 0800 735 466 & Ambulance Control in New Plymouth  

will contact  either Taranaki Base Hospital  

Emergency Department or New Plymouth District Nursing. 

Otherwise leave a message on (06) 752 9723.  

This phone will be cleared daily. 

CLINIC HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9.00am - 11.00am.  

I will be in the area all day Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

 Ring early & leave a message & I will contact with you. 

Services available include:  * Blood pressure monitoring 

* Blood sugar monitoring (diabetes check)  * Wound care 

(dressings) *  Immunisations *  Cervical screening (by appointment) 

* Lifestyle and health education * Pregnancy tests 

* Home visits by appointment. 
 

PATSY BODGER, MOKAU DISTRICT NURSE 

 

Happy Gypsy Day 
Farmers! 

ST PETER’S BY THE SEA 
“I will praise thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will show 

forth all thy marvellous works..”  

Psalm 9:1 

 

June 5th Family Communion, Pastor Pere 2 p.m. 

June 16th Family Service, The Presbyterian Moderator from 

Kaimai 2 p.m.  

 

We are hoping to make the Family Service a Girls’ Brigade 

Church Parade with a special item and songs by the girls. All 

parents, grand-parents & friends are especially invited.  

Enquiries to D. Lowry 752 9123 

 OUR LADY OF THE WAYSIDE  

CATHOLIC CHURCH MASS 

Saturday 11th June at 5 p.m. 

 PROGRESS TRANSPORT LIMITED 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 

“You are never too old to set another goal or to 

dream another dream.” 

PH (07) 877 8058   FAX (07) 877 8061  

WHITEBAIT INN 
57 North Street, Mokau 

 

REGULAR OPENING HOURS 

7am – 6.30pm Monday to Saturday 

8am - 6.30pm Sunday 
 

 PH: (06) 7529 713 

 

URENUI WOOLS 

Wanted 

Wool, Dags, Oddments, Shed cleanouts. 

In shed payments 

 

BARRY DUNCAN 

0272759969 A/H 067523737 

COMMUNITY LIBRARIES 
 

Awakino Library Contact JENNY LEWIS: PH 7529 838 

Mokau Library Contact  ALLISON HAMILTON: PH 7529 855 

RIVER RUN CAFÉ 
for a great whitebait experience! 

 

 

State Highway 3, Mokau, Taranaki 

ph 06 7529 9859 

Opening hours 7.00 am to 7.00 pm 

AWAKINO BOWLING CLUB 
 

A.G.M 
Sunday 9th June 

at 1.30pm 

in the Club Rooms 

Everyone Welcome! 



 

 

 

 

 
 

YOUR LOCAL MAF APPROVED  

HOME KILL SERVICE 

BEEF SLAUGHTER:              Steak cuts. Mince-. Roasts 

           Corned meat. Sausages. 

PIG SLAUGHTER:          Processed ham Pickled pork.  

             Bacon. Ham on bone. Meat cuts. 

MUTTON SLAUGHTER:       Free flow frozen Chops 

            Roasts. Stews.   

VENISON, BEEF, PORK        Sausages—Saveloys—Luncheon 

OR MUTTON:                          or Mince patties 

We can supply half sides of beef,  

Whole hogget or pork at ex works prices 

Graham & Gloria Putt Ph: (06) 752 9844 

 

  

 

From Your Councillor 

 

Council is still proposing to shift the current Transfer Station from Manganui Road, to a more suitable location that would 

be easier to utilise by more people, so we’re looking for your ideas and feedback. 

 

Council is also looking at how best to mark-out parking spaces outside the Cafes, Museum, and Toilets, that will best utilise 

the available area, for cars, trucks, and those in between. If you have any ideas, or specific concerns, please let me know. 

 

I have recently received a Ministry of Transport report ‘Why do People Die in Road Crashes’, which analysed 72 open road 

fatalities involving trucks and cars, and 30 urban fatalities involving trucks and cars. Based on Serious Crash Unit reports, 

and survival of other occupants who were wearing seat belts, the main conclusion was that 30% of fatalities are potentially 

avoidable if seat belts are worn; food for thought. 

 

Local Body Elections are coming up in October, and I will be putting my name forward for a third time. 

 

If you have any worries about Council matters, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 

Phil Brodie 

Rural Ward Councillor 

Ph; 07 877 8033 

Email; brodieauahi@xtra.co.nz 

DOCTOR VISITS IN MOKAU 

 

The Waitara Health Centre holds monthly Doctor Clinics at 

 ST JOHN STATION, MOKAU 

 

Tuesday 7th June 

9am - 11.15am 

 

Dr Chris Morrison will be in attendance. 

For Appointments please 

Phone Waitara Health Centre 

06 754 8119 

Please state that you would like an appointment at Mokau. 

For Registered patients of Waitara Health Centre 

Sorry NO EFTPOS 

 

 

 

 

 

Heidi's Mobile Hairdressing 

LOOK @ ME 

LOOK @ ME 
LOOK @ ME 

Appointments to suit you 

Stockist of professional Hair Products 
:Macadamia Range 

:Affinage…:Tigi….Bed Head…. 
For all your styling needs 

Fully mobile unit inc back basin CUTS 

COLORS 
CURLS 

06-7529-780 

LeReve Aromatherapy and Fragrance 
 

Introducing 100% pure essential oils 
Ready To Enjoy range of Roll Ons, Body and Bath Oils for 
all the family..inc pets 

100% Natural Soy Wellness and Fragrant Candles 

Exquisite Parfum, Body Lotions, Body Mists 
Mens Fragrance and After Shave Balms 
 
These beautiful high quality products are the perfect gift 
 
Contact Heidi for your private consultation 

Or book a fun Rendezvous to receive bonus gifts and 
discounts 
Do your Xmas shopping from the comfort of your own 
home invite friends, family, workmates and neighbours 
 
Phone Heidi… 067529780 
            Txt… 0276791931 

        Email... h.presto13@gmail.com and Facebook 

mailto:h.presto13@gmail.com




M O K A U   M O T E L 
 

 Luxury Apartments 
Spa ensuite 

Family Studios 
Panoramic Views 

 

LAUREL & MURRAY REED 

 

Phone 06 752 9725  
email: laurel.murray@xtra.co.nz 

 

Coast Road, North Taranaki  P.O.Box 38, Mokau 

 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
 

For Rental 
Mokau Beach Bach:- Sleeps eight; five minutes 

walk to the sea and the river. Off street parking with 
parking for the boat. Porta Cot and Highchair available 

 

Contact GRAEME OR CHERYL 06 7539922 

 

MOKAU HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
 

Tasman Sunset Studio * Room with a View 
Mount Egmont/Taranaki and the Tasman Sea. 

Set in peaceful surroundings. 

 

MARIE & JOHN CASFORD 
 

 PO BOX 58 MOKAU 
PHONE/FAX: (06) 752 9115 

 

 

 

 

When  PUSH  comes to  S H O V E 

Make  the  earth                 for  you 

 

KOMATSU  D41 BULLDOZER 

Also casual Mustering and Farm Minding 

 
PH: JOHN CASFORD 06 529115 

CASUAL STOCKWORK 

Also casual Mustering and Farm Minding. 
JOHN & MARIE CASFORD  PH/FAX: (06) 752 9115 

MAIN ROAD AWAKINO  

06 752 9885 
  HOURS:   6.30AM   TO  9PM  MON-SAT 

                   8. 00AM TO  9PM  SUNDAY 

We have a large grocery range available for sale as well as 

fishing gear, car accessories, hardware and much 

more.  Automotive and motorcycle servicing and 

repairs.  Competitive tyre prices.  Exchange gas bottles and hire 

equipment available 
 

 

GEORGE & MARIE HONNOR 

We have builders mix and cement for those odd concreting  

jobs around the home and lime to sweeten the garden  

@ $10.00 a 20 kg bag. 

George & Marie Honnor 

At the old Mokau Dairy Factory 
PH: (06) 752 9806 

 



EARTHMOVING AND CARTAGE 

CHRIS WISE 

 

CONTRACTING LTD 

 

“Your first choice for rural contracting services” 
14 Tonne Digger:    Transporter. 
Six wheeler tip truck & trailer.  

Rubble* builders mix* drainage stone* landscaping stone* 
limestone chip* topsoil* compost and rocks* 

Metal sales over 4m3 can be delivered or buy from our yard. 
PHONE/FAX: (06)7529710. EMAIL: 

 

wise5@clear.net.nz 

MOKAU RIVER TOURS DVD - $10 

15 minute snapshot of the Mokau River 

Ian Whittaker gives a commentary of the River past 

and present 

  

Phone: 06 752 9036 or 0800 66 52 82 

 MOKAU RIVER TOURS 

SAILING JUNE 2016 

PHONE 067529036 

Incidents in the last month in the Mokau area. 

 

Rapid numbers—Please ensure that your property has a rapid number. 

Know it. Ensure your whole family knows it and have it clearly displayed. 

This is important as without your rapid number emergency services can 

waste time trying to locate the emergency. 

 

If you are trying to reach me urgently or in an emergency, ring 111. That is 

the same for any emergency services. You may live next door to a 

volunteer, but even still, ring 111. It may seem like they are doing nothing 

by asking lots of questions, but in fact while they ask those questions, things 

are happening and often we are already on our way. One of the biggest 

issues often faced, is determining a location, know where you are, and know 

where you live, for example, I am currently at 1 Oha Street, Mokau, in the 

Waitomo District. They don’t know where the “Murphy’s Farm” is, they 

don’t know where the “Old Dairy Factory” is, treat them as if they are 

foreign. I hope that helps.  

 

On the 14th of May a pig hunter was reported missing. He had wandered off 

alone, leaving the two others he was with. Tainui SAR were utilised 

searching for the missing person at first light the next morning. They did a 

fantastic job of tracking and finding where he had slept the night. The pig 

hunter has walked out in the meantime, cold and wet with a bruised ego but 

otherwise in good spirits. 

 

There have been 4 crashes in the Mokau area in the last 6 days, 2 of which 

were in the same location, 1 km north of the Awakino Tunnel. All were 

single vehicle crashes and were on corners in wet conditions.  

 

There has been one family violence related incident in the last month.  

 

I’d also like to thank Tainui Fire and the two truck drivers, you know who 

you are, for their assistance on the 27th. Your help was much appreciated.  

 

 

Cheers  

Andrew  

 
1 Oha Street, Mokau 

P0 Box 24, Mokau 
Phone: 06 750 5000 | Ext: 62400 

Direct Dial: 06 216 7299 

Email: andrew.murphy@police.govt.nz 
http://www.police.govt.nz/ 

 
              ANDREW’S PATCH 

 

mailto:Joe.Smith@Police.govt.nz


TREVOR WALSHAW 
 

BUILDING REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 

FOR SMALL BUILDING REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 

 

REPLACE BROKEN WINDOWS & GLASS 

DOOR LOCKS, RANCHSLIDER WHEELS & LOCKS 

WILL TRY FIXING MOST THINGS. 

PH/FAX (06)7529813 

TAINUI HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Excerpts from Over My Dead Body –  The June Opie story 

by RhondaBartle  
 

When June Opie sailed from New Zealand to England in 1957, 

she was described by her fellow passengers as 'aggressively 

healthy'.  Yet within a month she was lying in an iron lung, 

paralysed. Undaunted, she began her slow recovery from polio, 

fighting to move just the little finger of one hand. 2 years later, 

she walked onto the deck of a different ship, bound for home. 
 

June Opie spoke passionately of her early life in the sleepy 

seaside township of Mokau, an hour's drive north of New 

Plymouth. 'We boated and swam and grew up very strong 

mentally and physically. Father taught us. We had the river, the 

ocean and a huge outcrop of a reef which thrust itself out into the 

ocean.'  

  

Opie's father had been badly wounded at Gallipoli. 'He was a 

returned serviceman with an inadequate pension. He helped in 

the building of roads and bridges. That's how we got to 

Mokau. He went as a bridge builder and the bridge took five and 

a half years to build. Opie's mother was warm and hospitable, 

and the Opie house was always open to anyone who called. 

  

Memories of this distant life sustained Opie in a faraway London 

hospital ward where she was treated for poliomyelitis, a disease 

that attacks the cells in the spine. The extent of permanent 

paralysis after the inflammation dies down depends entirely on 

how many cells are damaged.  In Opie's case, she couldn't even 

breathe on her own. She would spend 10 weeks in an 'iron lung' - 

a machine that breathed for her. 'When I was in the lung I drew 

on the river, the trees and all those things of the wild forest. I 

thought of them constantly.' 
 

 Though London doctors considered 'letting her go' not only did 

she survive but she wrote a book about her experiences that 

inspired people around the world. Over My Dead Body was an 

uplifting read and testimony to a young Mokau girl's indomitable 

grit and courage.  It was hailed as a best seller after winning 

world wide acclaim. I didn't want to write a book just about 

myself.  Over My Dead Body was intended as a thank you from 

my heart to those people. 'I've always felt a responsibility to them 

to do something worthwhile with my life after leaving 

hospital.  It's not a matter of indebtedness; it's more like being 

their representative and not wanting to let them down.' 

  

Though Opie eventually managed to walk out of St Mary's 

hospital using only crutches, she would have to battle a lifetime 

of social prejudices and bureaucratic restrictions due to her 

disability. She found alternate ways to complete her university 

studies, leading to work as a speech therapist, clinical 

psychologist, writer, broadcaster and critic. 

  

June Opie fought for the rights and welfare of disabled people, 

and her aim was always 'for all of us to make our way in ordinary 

society.  Goodness knows, I've been helped enough'. She won 

fame as a lecturer and speaker, and was the founder of June Opie 

Rose Trust. A university fellowship named after her operates in 

Australia, Canada and New Zealand.   

  

Born in Mokau in 1926, she died of cancer in Sydney, Australia 

in 1999, aged 73. 'I can never get the blood of the wild Mokau 

River out of my veins.' 

P & J MANSON CONSTRUCTION 

 

FOR ALL YOUR GENERAL CONSTRUCTION AND 

BUILDING NEEDS IN THE TAINUI AREA 

EXTENSIONS, ALTERATIONS, DECKS, FENCES, 

   RETAINING WALLS REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 

Licensed Building Practitioner 

           No job too big or too small 
        PETER & JENNY MANSON  PH 06 752 9045 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE MUSEUM? 

 

Have you been in yet to see the new museum layout 

and the freshly painted art gallery? Over 1,000 people 

visited us during April – a new record.  This is a 

whopping 500% increase on April last year (200 

visitors). 

 

On the weekend 28/29 May, you will see the 

installation of our new exhibitor, Dale Copeland, 

assemblage artist from Puniho.  Dale’s inimitable work 

is in collections at Puke Ariki, the Dowse Art Museum 

and the Govett Brewster among others.  Dale will be 

exhibiting in the art gallery AND the jail cell during the 

Taranaki Arts Trail 11/12 June – we are really lucky to 

have her.  Come and check out her work. 

 

Did you notice the digger from Waitomo District 

Council removing all the weeds from the back of the 

museum?  The plan is to bark the area out the back and 

transform it into usable space.  Landscaping the 

frontage is next.  And the best part of this plan is that 

Waitomo District Council has put the Mokau Museum 

on its regular maintenance circuit.  Thank you WDC!!   

 

Did you know that June Opie, author of “Over My 

Dead Body”, was born in Mokau?  June would have 

been turning 90 on the 27th of June.  Let’s celebrate her 

birthday together and remember the great medical 

strides that have been made in eradicating diseases such 

as polio.  Visit us on Monday 27th June, see the June 

Opie exhibit and share a piece of June’s birthday cake 

with Monday’s volunteer Eilish Hagenson. 

 

Finally, our sympathy goes out to the family of the late 

Cliff Black.  In the past, the museum has closed its 

doors on funeral days.  However, the museum holds 

many archives of deep significance to grieving 

families.  Mourners flocked to the museum on the 11th 

of May to enjoy a wonderful memorial tribute to Cliff 

Black, prepared by Ian Whittaker. Ian enjoyed sharing 

memorabilia with loved ones of the deceased and will 

repeat this in the future.  

   

The museum is open 10am – 4pm every day.                         

Phone: 7529 072 



 
Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic Church invites 

the local community  
to support our children in  

their First Holy Communion Programme 
beginning on Saturday June 11

th
  

at the monthly Mass, 5pm. 
 

For further information contact  

Mary-Elizabeth Hagenson, 022 1099 660. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

 

Doing away with the tunnel. 

 

Every child that has passed through the tunnel will be 

saying how sad.   MT Messenger in particular where Dad 

should give a little toot for cars that might be coming the 

other way.    But when you have kids on board its a long 

toot echoing in the tunnel and kids going into great 

laughter with "do it again Dad" and Dad joining in would 

toot again then go all red faced as a car appeared the other 

way.     Do todays Dads still do this or is a toot not 

necessary I seem to remember the tunnel was 

widened.     Probably when they did away with the horse 

trough where horses got drink and later the steaming 

radiators got a top up.    I doubt my great grandchildren 

even know there is water in the radiator let alone letting 

the motor cool down before doing so.   Such is life.    

 

Thanks for the articles they are so interesting.      

 

Ann Howell  

MANIOROA MARAE 

 

The weather held off as waewae tapu (first time 

visitors) gathered at the Manioroa Marae gate. The 

boys supported the girls and woman as Ocean 

answered Merepaea’s karanga (call) and lead the 

manuhiri (visitors) towards the wharenui (meeting 

house).  

 

Once inside Rico spoke on behalf of tangata whenua 

supported by Claude and the singing of the waiata 

Tēnā koutou.  

 

Merekara replied for the visitors and was supported 

with the waiata Te Aroha lead by Dannielle.  

 

Adults were immensely proud of the student’s 

confidence in taking the lead roles of the Pōwhiri.  

 

Following the whaikōrero (speeches) new families to 

Mokau school community were invited to hongi or 

harirū (shake hands) with tangata whenua and join 

together for kai, to lift the tāpu (sacredness) of the 

pōwhiri, in the wharekai (dining house).  

Students prepared the vegetables for the lunch 

time boil up by peeling potatoes, kumara and pumpkin 

to add to the pots of pork and bacon bones and then 

settled to their first workshop of colouring and 

creating a 3D wharenui. 

 

Students sung along to waiata while experiencing the 

construction of either a poi swinging wahine or waka 

paddling tama, string games, knucklebones and rakau.  

 

After a beautiful boil up lunch supplemented with 

both fried bread and traditional Rewena paraoa 

(Māori bread) made by Jeni Lewis, students helped 

do the dishes.  

 

Venturing outside to visit the Urupa students heard 

the story of the anchor stone and its journey to 

rest at Manioroa Marae.  

 

Back inside students meet in the Wharenui where 

they shared the highlights of their day.  The 

learning started at the Marae will be continued in 

the weeks to come at school 


