








Considerations 
 

5.1 RISK 
 

5.2 Changing the bylaw will not in itself fix the issues outlined by the submitters, it will address 
the issue of the Cemetery reserve land use designation. 

 
5.3 CONSISTENCY WITH EXISTING PLANS AND POLICIES 
 
5.4 There are no inconsistencies with Council’s plans and policies.  
 
5.5 SIGNIFICANCE AND COMMUNITY VIEWS  
 
5.6 Council has undertaken a special consultative process to obtain the community views. 

Although this was an online process due to Orange setting it was well promoted. There were 
hard copies made available at the WDC Queen Street office and at the Library and public 
notice in the King Country News. No submissions were received on the other freedom 
camping areas however, it was expected to have higher number of submissions for 
Kiritehere. 
 

Recommendation 

6.1 It is recommended that Council consider the points raised by the submissions and ensure 
that the best outcome is reached for the District while considering the effect on the local 
residents and mana whenua  of Kiritehere.  

 

Suggested Resolutions 
 
1 The business paper on Review of Submissions to the Freedom Camping Bylaw be received. 
 
2  Council adopts the Waitomo District Council Freedom Camping Bylaw 2022. 

 

 

CHARMAINE ELLERY 
MANAGER STRATEGY AND POLICY 
 
 

 

ALEX BELL 
GENERAL MANAGER – STRATEGY AND ENVIRONMENT 
 
 
Attachment 1:   Map showing the location of the SASM (A629908). 

Attachment 2:   Map showing the location of the fence (A629909). 

Attachment 3:  Draft Freedom Camping Bylaw (A619805). 

Attachment 4:   Service requests relating to camping/rubbish/toilets and relevant roading issues 
Kiritehere November 2018 till August 2022 (A629905). 

Attachment 5:  Photographs of the existing Freedom Camping Area at Kiritehere (A629907).  
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Pursuant to the powers vested in it by the Freedom Camping Act 2011, the Waitomo District 
Council makes this Bylaw. 

The following note is explanatory and is not part of the Bylaw: 
 
This Bylaw applies only to the areas under the control of the Waitomo District Council. Compliance with 
this Bylaw does not remove the need to comply with all applicable Acts, regulations, bylaws, and rules 
of law. This includes complying with any parking or other traffic restrictions in any area, any restrictions 
on keeping of animals, not littering, not lighting fires in breach of any fire ban, not making excessive 
noise, and complying with the directions of enforcement officers. This Bylaw should also be read 
alongside the Freedom Camping Act 2011. 
 
 
TITLE | TAITARA 
 
This Bylaw may be cited as the Waitomo District Council Freedom Camping Bylaw 2022. 
 
COMMENCMENT | TĪMATA 
 
The initial resolution to make this Bylaw was passed by the Waitomo District Council at an ordinary 
meeting of the Council held on 25 September 2018 and was adopted following consideration of 
submissions received during the special consultative procedure, by a resolution at a meeting of the 
Council on 27 November 2018. The bylaw came into force on 1 January 2019. 
 
 
PURPOSE AND SCOPE | TE ARONGA ME TE KORAHI 
 
1. The purpose of this Bylaw is to control freedom camping in the District in order to: 
 

(a) Protect local authority areas; 

(b) Protect the health and safety of people who may visit local authority areas; 

(c) Protect access to local authority areas. 

2. The scope covered by the term Freedom Camp for the purpose of this Bylaw is the same 
definition given in the Act: 
 
2.1 In this [Bylaw], freedom camp means to camp (other than at a camping ground) within 

200m of a motor vehicle accessible area or the mean low- water springs line of any sea or 
harbour, or on or within 200m of a formed road or a Great Walks Track, using 1 or more 
of the following: 

 (a) A tent or other temporary structure; 

 (b) A caravan; 

 (c) A car, campervan, house-truck, or other motor vehicle. 

 

2.2 In this [Bylaw], freedom camping does not include the following activities: 

(a) Temporary and short-term parking of a motor vehicle; 

(b) Recreational activities commonly known as day-trip excursions; 

(c) Resting or sleeping at the roadside in a caravan or motor vehicle to avoid driver 
fatigue. 

2.3 In this [Bylaw], camping ground means 

(a) A camping ground that is the subject of a current certificate of registration 
under the Camping-Grounds Regulations 1985;  
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(b) Any site at which a fee is payable for camping at the site 

2.4 In this [Bylaw], Great Walks Track means 

(a) A track specified in Schedule 1 (of the Act); and 

(b) Any other track specified by Order in Council made under section 44 (of the 
Act) as a Great Walks Track. 

 
DEFINITIONS | NGĀ WHAKAMĀRAMATANGA 
 

Act  Freedom Camping Act 2011  

Certified self-
contained 
vehicle 

Refers all vehicles designed and built for the purpose of camping which is 
practically configured to meet the ablutionary and sanitary needs of occupants 
of that vehicle for a minimum of three days, without requiring any external 
services or discharging any waste and complies with New Zealand Standard 
5465:2001, as evidenced by the display of a current self- containment warrant 
issued under New Zealand Standard Self-Containment of Motor Caravans and 
Caravans, NZS 5465:2001 and any subsequent amendments. 
 

Chief 
Executive 

The person for the time being exercising the functions of the Chief 
Executive of the Council. 

District The territory contained within the Waitomo District as defined in Schedule 
2 to the Local Government Act 2002. 
 

Council Waitomo District Council 

Night The time period between 10pm and 9am 

Waste 
receptacle 

A receptacle or facility that is provided for the purposes of disposing of 
waste (for example, a rubbish bin, public toilet, a public dump station or 
public transfer station). 

 
BYLAW| PĀERO 
 
1. Local authority areas where freedom camping is permitted 
 
1.1. Freedom camping is permitted in any local authority area within the District unless it is 

prohibited or restricted.  
 
a) By this Bylaw; or 
b) Under any other enactment or bylaw 

 
 
2. Prohibited Areas 
 
2.1. A person must not freedom camp in any local authority area in the District in any vehicle that 

is not a certified self-contained vehicle.   
 

2.2. A person must not freedom camp in any tent or temporary structure in any local authority 
area, except as allowed in clause 3. 
 
 

2.3. A person must not freedom camp in any local authority area described in Schedule 1 and 
marked red on the maps in Schedule 3. 
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3. Restricted Areas 
 
3.1. In any area described in Schedule 2 and marked blue on the maps in Schedule 3, freedom 

camping is allowed subject to the following restrictions: 
 

(a) The freedom camping must only take place in a certified self-contained vehicle as 
specified in Schedule 2; and 
 

(b) The maximum period of stay in any location within a blue area is two consecutive 
nights on no more than two separate occasions in any calendar month (unless 
otherwise detailed in the schedule); and 
 

(c) Other restrictions as specified in Schedule 2. 
 
3.2. In any area described in Schedule 2 and marked yellow on the maps in Schedule 3, freedom 

camping is allowed subject to the following restrictions: 
 

(a) The freedom camping must only take place in a certified self-contained vehicle non-
 self-contained vehicle or tent as specified in Schedule 2; and 
 
(b) The maximum period of stay in any location within a yellow area is two consecutive 

nights on no more than two separate occasions in any calendar month (unless 
otherwise detailed in the schedule); and 

 
(c) Other restrictions as specified in Schedule 2. 

 
3.3. In any area described in Schedule 2 and marked green on the maps in Schedule 3, tenting 

only is allowed in the location defined, subject to other restrictions as defined in Schedule 2. 
 

3.4. In clauses 3.1(b) and 3.2(b) “location” means the land within 500m of the place where the 
certified self-contained vehicle or tent is situated for the purpose of freedom camping. 
 
 

 
 
 
4. Prior permission from Council 
 
4.1. The Chief Executive of the Council may temporarily waive or modify the freedom camping 

restrictions in clauses 2 and 3 of this Bylaw. Permission may be granted by the Chief Executive 
with or without conditions 
 

 
4.2. Application for permissions must be made: 

 
(a) In writing; 

(b) Provide sufficient detail about the proposed camping including information about how 
the applicant will manage all human and other waste generated while freedom 
camping; and 

(c) Be made at least 20 working days in advance of the date planned for freedom camping 
in the area where the prohibition or the restrictions apply. 

The following note is explanatory and is not part of the Bylaw: 

The purpose of this clause is to enable permission for temporary sites for freedom camping 
in prohibited or restricted areas, for example associated with one-off events. 
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5. Council may temporarily close an area to freedom camping 

5.1. The Chief Executive of the Council may temporarily close or restrict freedom camping in any 
area or part of any area where the closure or restriction is considered necessary to: 

(a) Prevent damage to the local authority area or facilities in the area; or 

(b) Allow maintenance to the local authority area or facilities; or 

(c) Protect the safety of persons or property; or 

(d) Provide for better public access, including in circumstances where events are 
planned for that area. 

5.2. Notice will be given of any temporary closure or restriction, and the removal of any closure or 
restriction, in any manner the Chief Executive considers is appropriate to the reason for the 
closure or restriction. Prior notice of any temporary closure or restriction will be given where 
possible. 

The following note is explanatory and is not part of the Bylaw: 

Notice given by the Council may include any of the following: a sign erected in the area; and/or 
advertising on the Council’s website or on the radio; and/or a public notice in the paper. 

6.     Offence and Penalties 
 
6.1 As specified by section 20(1) of the Act, every person commits an offence who: 

(a) freedom camps in a local authority area in breach of any prohibition or restriction in 
this Bylaw that applies to the area; or 

(b) makes preparations to freedom camp in a local authority area in breach of any 
prohibition or restriction in this Bylaw that applies to the area 

6.2 As specified by section 23(1) of the Act, every person who commits an offence set out in 
clause 10(1) is liable to an infringement fee (fine) of $200. 

The following note is explanatory and is not part of the Bylaw: 

Section 20 of the Act provides for the above offences and also for other offences, such as not 
properly disposing of waste into a waste receptacle, damaging or interfering with the flora and 
fauna in an area, and obstructing or threatening an enforcement officer. Section 22 of the Act 
sets out defences to a freedom camping offence. The defences include that an offence was 
committed due to an action or event beyond the control of the defendant that could not 
reasonably have been foreseen, or the act was necessary to protect life or health, prevent injury 
or serious damage to property. Council officers use their discretion when investigating freedom 
camping complaints, which will include consideration of any defences that may be available to 
a person. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Common Seal of Waitomo District Council: 
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The Common Seal of the Waitomo District Council 
was hereto affixed in the presence of: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Mayor   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Chief Executive  
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SCHEDULE 3 | WAHANGA 3  
Maps 

































 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 




