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1. Purpose of this document 
Waitomo District Council is developing a 10-year speed management plan for the district, as is 
required by the government.  The plan includes short-term and long-term road safety goals; 

speed limit changes for the whole network, and future improvements to roads to support 
changes in speed limits if and when required.   

Changes to speed limits will be on-going as development in the district continues and to achieve 

alignment with the Governments Road to Zero Action Plan with respect to speed management.  
This initial plan will provide guidance on when, how and why speed should be managed on 
each of the roads identified. 

The plan will be reviewed every 3 years in alignment with the Long Term Plan funding cycle to 
provide alignment with funding opportunities.  The plan will also be reviewed when significant 
changes in development or funding occur necessitating a change to the implementation plan. 

This document sets out the technical assessment undertaken on each of the roads identified for 
review in 2023. 

1.1 2023 Speed Management Reviews 

Those roads considered as part of the development of the interim speed management plan for 
Waitomo District have been identified from the following sources: 

 Schools 

 Maraes; and  

 Roads of concern. 

Each of the roads / locations originally identified are listed below, with additional information and 

their assessment as well as details of any adjacent roads or sections of road that were included 

in the review. 

 

  



 

2 | Report for Waitomo District Council | WaitomoDC_Interim SMP_Tech Assessments_2023_07_17 

2. Aria 
2.1 Schools 

There is one school in Aria for which the speed limit needs to be lowered in the vicinity of to 

assist with safety and accessibility. 

2.1.1 Aria School 

Aria School is a contributing school (Years 1-6) with a roll of 39 students.  Vehicle and 
pedestrian access to Aria School is from Barclay Road and Rimu Street, with the bus using 

Rimu Street to drop off and pick up students.  The school is located in a primarily rural 
environment with no cycle facilities provided in the area.  A footpath is provided on the east side 

of Barclay Road between Ohura Road and Rimu Street but does not connect to the school.  The 

majority of students arrive and depart by bus or car. 

There have been no reported crashes in the last 10 years in the vicinity of the school.  

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

 Barclay Road Rimu Street 

AM Peak mean speed 25 km/hr 18 km/hr 

PM Peak mean speed 25 km/hr 18 km/hr 

Freeflow speed 33 km/hr 18 km/hr 

Posted speed limit 50 km/hr 50 km/hr 

Figure 1 Aria School 
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Due to the low traffic volumes and vehicle speeds in this area a permanent speed limit is 

considered to be the most appropriate in this location.  The existing speed limit can be reduced 

in this area with no noticeable effect on travel times.   

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended in the vicinity Aria School: 

 Lower the speed limit to 30km/hr on the full length of Rimu Street. 

 Lower the speed limit to 30km/hr on Barclay Road from Ohura Road to RP 325 

 Install school threshold style treatments on Barclay Road on both sides of the school. 

 

2.2 Other roads 

 

2.2.1 Aria Township 

The National Speed Limit Register (NSLR) shows the speed limit for roads within the Aria 
Townships as being 70km/hr, however all signage on site shows 50km/hr.  This lower speed 

limit is more consistent with the travel speeds in the area and should be supported. 

The following sections of road are affected: 

Road Name Start End Current 

Speed 
Limit 

(km/hr) 

Proposed 

Speed 
Limit 

(km/hr) 

Aria Road 90m NW of Matai 

Street 

Ohura Road 70 50 

Kumara Road Ohura Road 120m SW of Ohura Road 70 50 

Ohura Road Aria Road 90m east of Kiekie Street 70 50 

Barclay Road Ohura Road 40m south of Miro Street 70 50 

Matai Street Aria Road Kiekie Street 70 50 

Kiekie Street Ohura Road Matai Street 70 50 

Tawa Street Kiekie Street End 70 50 

 

Recommendation  

No works are required in Aria. 

 

2.2.2 Ohura Road 

Ohura Road is a local road that runs east from Aria for 18.7km to the district boundary with 
Ruapehu District Council and has an open road speed limit outside of the Aria Township. 

This road was identified for review as Te Paemate marae is located on this road which is 
located approximately 660m east of Kumara Road. 
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Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

Ohura Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 70km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 60km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating Medium 

 

Figure 2 Ohura Road / Te Paemate marae 

 

Consideration should be given to lowering the speed limit on Ohura Road from the existing 
50/100 speed limit change to RP930 which covers the section of road with the highest risk and 

most roadside activity including access to Te Paemate marae to provide consistency for drivers.  

Extension of the 80km/hr speed limit needs to be considered as part of a wider strategy for 
speed limits on rural roads across the district. 

The location of Te Paemate marae is currently not identified and advance and directional 
signage should be installed to show the location of the marae. 

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Ohura Road: 

 Lower the speed limit to 80km/hr from the existing 50/100 speed limit change to 870m east 

of Kiekie Street (RP930). 

 Install settlement threshold treatment at the 80/100 speed limit change location. 

 Update existing speed limit signage as required. 

 Install advance and directional marae signage for Te Paemate Marae. 
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3. Mangaokewa 
3.1 Schools 

There are two schools in Mangaokewa for which the speed limit needs to be lowered in the 

vicinity of to assist with safety and accessibility. 

3.1.1 Bennydale Primary School 

Benneydale Primary School is a full primary school (Years 1-8) with a roll of 37 students.  
Vehicle and pedestrian access to Benneydale Primary School is from Mine Road.  The school is 

located in a rural environment with no cycle facilities and limited pedestrian facilities provided in 
the area.  A path has recently been installed between School Road and Mine Road with a 

crossing point provided on Mine Road.  The majority of students arrive and depart by bus or car. 

There have been no reported crashes in the last 10 years in the vicinity of the school.  

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

 Mine Road 

AM Peak mean speed 32 km/hr 

PM Peak mean speed 32 km/hr 

Freeflow speed 34 km/hr 

Posted speed limit 50 km/hr 

 

Figure 3 Benneydale Primary School 

 

Due to the low traffic volumes on Mine Road a permanent speed limit of 30km/hr is considered 
to be the most appropriate in this location.   

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended in the vicinity of Benneydale Primary School: 
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 Lower the speed limit to 30km/hr on Mine Road between 360m and 725m east of Maniaiti 
Street (RP360 - 725). 

 Install school threshold style treatments on Mine Road at RP360 and RP725. 

 

3.1.2 Rangitoto School 

Rangitoto School is a full primary school (Year 1-8) with a current roll of 30 students.  The 

school is located on the corner of Ngapeke Road and Rangitoto Road with vehicle and 
pedestrian access off Rangitoto Road only.  

Due to the rural location of the school there are no pedestrian or cycle facilities in the area. 

Speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

 Rangitoto Road Ngapeke Road 

AM Peak mean speed 73 km/hr 36 km/hr 

PM Peak mean speed 73 km/hr 36 km/hr 

Freeflow speed 75 km/hr 36 km/hr 

Posted speed limit 100 km/hr 100 km/hr 

 

Figure 4 Rangitoto School 

 

Based on the low traffic volumes on Rangitoto Road and Ngapeke Road a lower permanent 
speed limit of 60km/hr is considered to be the most appropriate in this location.  As the school is 
located at the intersection with Ngapeke Road the speed limit should be extended to include the 

school frontage on Ngapeke Road as well. 
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Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended in the vicinity of Rangitoto School: 

 Lower the speed limit to 60 km/hr on the following sections of road: 

– Rangitoto Road between 195m west (RP 9260) and 245m east (RP 9700) of Ngapeke 

Road. 

– Ngapeke Road from Rangitoto Road for 200m. 

 Install school threshold treatments on Rangitoto Road and Ngapeke Road on the 

approaches to the school. 

 

3.2 Other roads 

3.2.1 Rangitoto Road 

Rangitoto Road is a collector road that runs east from Te Kuiti for 16.5km to the intersection 
with Tahaia Bush Road and Barber Road and has an open road speed limit. 

This road was identified for review as Te Ahoroa marae is located on this road approximately 

480m west of Ahoroa Road and 8km east of Te Kuiti. 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

Rangitoto Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 70km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 60km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating Medium 

Figure 5 Rangitoto Road / Te Ahoroa marae 

 

Due to the limited interaction between the marae and the road no changes to the speed limit are 

proposed in this area at this stage.  Changes to the speed limit in this area needs to be 

considered as part of a wider strategy for speed limits on rural roads across the district. 

The location of Te Arohoa marae is currently not identified and advance and directional signage 
should be installed to show the location of the marae. 
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Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Rangitoto Road in the vicinity of Te Arohoa marae: 

 Install advance and directional marae signage for Te Arohoa Marae on both approaches to 
the marae. 

 

4. Paemako 
4.1 Schools 

There are two schools in Paemako for which the speed limit needs to be lowered in the vicinity 

of to assist with safety and accessibility as shown in Figure 6. 

Figure 6 Piopio Schools 

 

 

4.1.1 Piopio Primary School and Piopio College 

Piopio Primary School and Piopio College are located next to each other on the southern side of 

Piopio with all vehicle and pedestrian access to the sites from Ruru Street.  A footpath is 
provided on one side of the road however there are no cycle facilities provided in the area.  All 
parking is provided off street with large pick up and drop areas at both schools. 

The NSLR shows that the speed limit in this area is 50km/hr up to 500m south of Tui Street 
when the speed limit becomes open road (100km/hr).  The signage on site shows the speed 
limit change at 750m south of Tui Street.   
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There is some confusion as to the road name for this section as Google and the NSLR shows 
this section as being Aria Road, however Council’s RAMM database and the on-site signage 

shows this section as being Ruru Street and the change to Aria Road is approximately 750m 
south of Tui Street. 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following.  

 Ruru Street – Piopio Primary 
School 

Ruru Street – Piopio College 

AM Peak mean speed 54 km/hr 58 km/hr 

PM Peak mean speed 52 km/hr 57 km/hr 

Freeflow speed 62 km/hr 64 km/hr 

Posted speed limit 50 km/hr 50 km/hr 

 

Figure 7 Piopio Primary School and Piopio College 

 

The high vehicle speeds are symptomatic of the open road environment and lack of visibility of 

the schools and interaction with the road.  The Piopio Playcentre in located on the northern side 
of Piopio Primary School which has limited off street parking. 

Due to the through-road nature of Ruru Road and to provide better compliance and assist with 

speed management it is recommended that a variable speed limit is installed.  Additional 
repeater signs will be required to remind drivers of the lower speed limit. 
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Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended in the vicinity of Piopio Primary School and Piopio 
College: 

 Install a 30km/hr variable speed limit on Ruru Street between 330m (RP330) and 850m 

(RP850) south of Tui Street. 

 Install variable school threshold treatments on Ruru Street on each approach to the 

schools. 

 Install additional school signage at RP600 to remind drivers that there is another school in 
the vicinity.   

 

4.2 Other roads 

4.2.1 Napinapi Road 

Napinapi Road is a local no exit road off Tikitiki Road that is 1177m long and has an open road 
speed limit. 

This road was identified for review as Napinapi marae is located at the end of this road.   

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

Napinapi Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 32km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 60km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating Low 

Figure 8 Napinapi Road / Napinapi marae 

 

The default safe and appropriate speed for all unsealed roads is 60km/hr.  Due to the limited 

interaction between the marae and the road no changes to the speed limit are proposed in this 
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area at this stage.  Changes to the speed limit in this area needs to be considered as part of a 

wider strategy for speed limits on rural roads across the district. 

The location of Napinapi marae is currently not identified and directional signage should be 
installed at the intersection with Tikitiki Road.   

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Napinapi Road: 

 Install directional marae signage for Napinapi Marae at the intersection with Tikitiki Road. 

5. Tainui 
5.1 Schools 

There are two schools in Tainui for which the speed limit needs to be lowered in the vicinity of to 
assist with safety and accessibility. 

5.1.1 Mokau School 

Mokau School is a full primary school (Years 1-8) with a roll of 25 students.  Vehicle and 
pedestrian access to Mokau School is from Aria Terrace.  There are limited pedestrian and no 
cycle facilities provided in the area.  The only footpath is provided along the State Highway 3 

frontage and along Rangi Street.   

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

 Rangi Street Aria Terrace 

AM Peak mean speed 24 km/hr 17 km/hr 

PM Peak mean speed 24 km/hr 17 km/hr 

Freeflow speed 27 km/hr 19 km/hr 

Posted speed limit 50 km/hr 50 km/hr 
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Figure 9 Mokau School 

 

Due to the low traffic volumes on Rangi Street and Aria Terrace a lower permanent speed limit 
of 30km/hr is considered to be the most appropriate in this location.   

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended in the vicinity of Mokau School: 

 Lower the speed limit to 30km/hr on the following sections of road: 

– Aria Terrace from Rerenga Street to Rangi Street 

– Rangi Street from Tainui Street to Aria Terrace 

 Install school threshold style treatments on Rangi Street and Aria Terrace on the 
approaches to the school. 

 

5.1.2 Whareorino School 

Whareorino School is a full primary school (Years 1-8) with a roll of 11 students.  Vehicle and 
pedestrian access to Whareorino School is from Waikawau Road.  The school is located in a 
rural environment with no pedestrian or cycle facilities provided in the area.  All students arrive 

and depart by bus or car. 

There have been no reported crashes in the last 10 years in the vicinity of the school. 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

 Waikawau Road 

AM Peak mean speed 35 km/hr 

PM Peak mean speed 35 km/hr 

Freeflow speed 30 km/hr 
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Posted speed limit 100 km/hr 

Figure 10 Whareorino School 

 

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended in the vicinity Whareorino School: 

 Lower the speed limit to 60km/hr on Waikawau Road from the intersection with Manganui 

Road for 180m. 

 Install school threshold style treatments on Waikawau Road at RP10 and RP180. 

 

5.2 Other roads 

5.2.1 Awakino Heads Road 

Awakino Heads Road is a local road that is 945m long and runs parallel to State Highway 3 with 
an open road speed limit. 

This road was identified for review as the existing speed limit is inappropriate for the low volume 
one lane road that provides access to a number of residential properties and the beach.   

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

Awakino Heads Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 21km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 60km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating High 
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Figure 11 Awakino Heads Road 

 

The default safe and appropriate speed for all unsealed roads is 60km/hr.  Due to the low traffic 
volumes and vehicles speeds as well as the unpredictable unsealed surface a lower speed limit 

is considered appropriate for this road. 

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Awakino Heads Road: 

 Lower the speed limit to 60km/hr for the full length of Awakino Heads Road. 

 Install speed limit signage at both intersections with State Highway 3 and install repeater 

signs midblock to remind drivers.   

 

5.2.2 Te Mahoe Road 

Te Mahoe Road is a local road that is 5920m long and runs east from State Highway 3 which 

provides access to a number of properties and the river.   

This road was identified for review as the existing speed limit is out of context with the operation 

of the road, which is narrow with the majority of it unsealed.  There has been one serious crash 

on this road in the last 10 years, which was a head on crash that occurred in 2018. 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

Te Mahoe Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 38km/hr 
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Safe and Appropriate Speed 60km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating High 

Figure 12 Te Mahoe Road 

 

The default safe and appropriate speed for all unsealed roads is 60km/hr.  Due to the low traffic 

volumes and vehicles speeds as well as the unpredictable unsealed surface a lower speed limit 
is considered appropriate for this road. 

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Te Mahoe Road: 

 Lower the speed limit to 60km/hr for the full length of Te Mahoe Road. 

 Install speed limit signage at the beginning and repeater signs along the length of the road. 

 

5.2.3 Ye Old Mill Road 

Ye Old Mill Road is a local road that is 197m long and runs parallel to State Highway 3 with an 

open road speed limit. 

This road was identified for review as the existing speed limit is inappropriate for the low volume 
one lane road that provides access to a number of residential properties.   

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

Ye Old Milli Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 17km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 60km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating High 
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Figure 13 Ye Old Mill Road 

 

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Ye Old Mill Road: 

 Lower the speed limit to 40km/hr for the full length of Ye Old Mill Road. 

 Install speed limit signage at the intersection with State Highway 3. 

 

6. Te Anga 
6.1 Schools 

There are three schools in Te Anga for which the speed limit needs to be lowered in the vicinity 
of to assist with safety and accessibility. 

6.1.1 Kinohaku School 

Kinohaku School is a full primary school (Years 1-8) with a roll of 8 students.  Vehicle and 

pedestrian access to Kinohaku School is from Kawhia Harbour Road.  Due to the rural location 
there are no pedestrian or cycle facilities in the area with all students arriving and departing by 
bus or car. 

There has been one non injury crash reported in the last 10 years in the vicinity of the school 
which occurred in 2017 and was the result of a drunk driver losing control.   

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

 Kawhia Harbour Road 

AM Peak mean speed 48 km/hr 
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PM Peak mean speed 48 km/hr 

Freeflow speed 54 km/hr 

Posted speed limit 100 km/hr 

Figure 14 Kinohaku School 

 

To improve the survivability of crashes in this area 60 km/hr is considered to be the safe and 
appropriate speed for this locality as there is little to no pedestrian activity in the area.  Due to 

the location of the school on a bend, a permanent speed limit is recommended in this location. 

To assist with the management of vehicle speeds and pedestrian safety additional signage and 
road marking should be installed.   

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended in the vicinity of Kinohaku School: 

 Lower the speed limit to 60km/hr on Kawhia Harbour Road from the intersection with Te 
Waitere Road to RP 450. 

 Install school threshold treatments Te Anga Road on both approaches to the school. 

 

6.1.2 Piripiri School 

Piripiri School is a full primary school (Years 1-8) with a roll of 10 students.  Vehicle and 

pedestrian access to Piripiri School is from Te Anga Road.  Due to the rural location there are 

no pedestrian or cycle facilities in the area with all students arriving and departing by bus or car. 

There have been no reported crashes in the last 10 years in the vicinity of the school. 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

 Te Anga Road 
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AM Peak mean speed 56 km/hr 

PM Peak mean speed 56 km/hr 

Freeflow speed 56 km/hr 

Posted speed limit 100 km/hr 

Figure 15 Piripiri School 

 

To improve the survivability of crashes in this area 60 km/hr is considered to be the safe and 

appropriate speed for this locality.  Due to the location of the school on a bend a permanent 

speed limit is recommended in this location. 

To assist with the management of vehicle speeds and pedestrian safety additional signage and 
road marking should be installed.   

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended in the vicinity of Piripiri School: 

 Lower the speed limit to 60km/hr on Te Anga Road from 200m east of the school access 

(RP 26400) to 200m west of the school access (RP 26800). 

 Install school threshold treatments Te Anga Road on both approaches to the school. 

 

6.1.3 Te Kura o Tahaaroa 

Te Kura o Tahaaroa is a full primary school (Years 1-8) with a roll of 35 students.  Vehicle and 
pedestrian access to Te Kura o Tahaaroa is from Taharoa Road.  The school is located in a 

rural environment with limited pedestrian facilities with a footpath provided on the eastern side 
of Taharoa Road linking to Rotopuhoe Road and no cycle facilities provided in the area.   

There have been no reported crashes in the last 10 years in the vicinity of the school. 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 
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 Taharoa Road 

AM Peak mean speed 37 km/hr 

PM Peak mean speed 37 km/hr 

Freeflow speed 40 km/hr 

Posted speed limit 50 km/hr 

Figure 16 Te Kura o Tahaaroa 

 

The road in the vicinity of the school is a series of right angle bends and there is a zebra 
crossing located 200m south of the school resulting in a slow speed environment.  Due to the 
low traffic volumes and traffic speeds a permanent 30km/hr speed limit on Taharoa Road in the 

vicinity of the school is considered to be appropriate.   

This lower speed limit could be extended to encompass the whole of the settlement at a later 
stage. 

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended in the vicinity of Te Kura o Tahaaroa: 

 Lower the speed limit to 30km/hr on Taharoa Road from 200m west of Kiwi Street (RP 

18700) to the end of the public road at RP 19070. 

 Install school threshold style treatments on Taharoa Road either side of the school. 

 

6.2 Other roads 

6.2.1 Te Anga Road 

Te Anga Road has runs between Waitomo and Te Anga and has a number of distinct sections.  

The section under review is between RP 28000 and Taharoa Road which has had three serious 
crashes in the last 10 years.   
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The last reported crash was in 2016 and involved a cyclist falling off their bike.  There are no 
commonalities between the crashes. 

Figure 17 Te Anga Road crashes 

 

 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

Te Anga Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 43km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 80km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating Medium 

Due to the remote location any change in speed limit in this area needs to be considered as part 

of a wider strategy for speed limits on rural roads across the district. 

Recommendation  

No changes are proposed to this section of Te Anga Road. 

 

6.2.2 Āruka, Te Kōraha and Marokopa (Mirumiru) Marae 

Āruka, Te Kōraha and Marokopa (Mirumiru) Marae do not have public road access and as such 

have not been considered as part of this review.  

 

7. Te Kuiti 
7.1 Schools 

There are five schools in Te Kuiti for which the speed limit needs to be lowered in the vicinity of 

to assist with safety and accessibility as shown in Figure 6. 
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Figure 18 Te Kuiti Schools 

 

 

7.1.1 Centennial Park School 

Centennial Park School is a full primary school (Years 1-8) with a roll of 64 students.  The main 
vehicle and pedestrian access to Centennial Park School is from Te Kuiti Road with pedestrian 

access also available on Park Street.  Footpaths are provided on the south side of Park Street 

and the western side of Te Kuiti Road.  A kea crossing is operated on Te Kuiti Road south of 
Park Street.  There are no cycle facilities in the area. 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following.  

 Te Kuiti Road Park Street Manawaiti Street 

AM Peak mean speed 33 km/hr 31 km/hr  

PM Peak mean speed 35 km/hr 31 km/hr  

Freeflow speed 41 km/hr 36 km/hr  

Posted speed limit 50 km/hr 50 km/hr  
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Figure 19 Centennial Park School 

 

Due to the through road nature of Te Kuiti Road and to provide better compliance and assist 
with speed management it is recommended that a variable speed limit is installed in this 

location. As Manawaiti Street is a no exit residential street a permanent speed limit is 

considered appropriate for this street. 

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended in the vicinity of Centennial Park School: 

 Install a 30km/hr variable speed limit on the following sections of road: 

– Te Kuiti Road between Lawrence Street and 35m north of Esplanade (RP770). 

– Park Street from Te Kuiti Road to William Street. 

 Lower the speed limit to 30km/hr on the full length of Manawaiti Street. 

 Install variable school threshold treatments on Te Kuiti Road and Park Street approaches to 
the school. 

 Install speed limit signs on the Manawaiti Street approach to Esplanade. 

 

7.1.2 Pukenui School 

Pukenui School is a full primary school (Years 1-8) with a roll of 175 students.  The main vehicle 
and pedestrian access to Pukenui School is from King Street with pedestrian access only also 

off South Street.  Footpaths are provided on the school side of King Street and South Street.  
There are no patrolled crossing points or cycle facilities provided in the area. 

The parking area for the Te Kuiti Little Theatre to the rear of the school is also used for student 

pick up and drop off. 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following.  
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 King Street West John Street South Street 

AM Peak mean speed 32 km/hr 24 km/hr 25 km/hr 

PM Peak mean speed 33 km/hr 29 km/hr 28 km/hr 

Freeflow speed 40 km/hr 36 km/hr 34 km/hr 

Posted speed limit 50 km/hr 50 km/hr 50 km/hr 

Figure 20 Pukenui School 

  

Due to the slow road environment and use of the theatre buildings outside of school hours it is 

recommended that a permanent speed limit is installed in this location.  

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended in the vicinity of Pukenui School: 

 Lower the speed limit to 30km/hr on the full length of John Street. 

 Lower the speed limit to 30km/hr on the following sections of road: 

– King Street West between John Street and 190m north of John Street (RP 700). 

– South Street from Bayne Street to John Street. 

 Install school threshold treatments on King Street West and South Street approaches to the 
school. 

 Install new speed limit signage as required. 
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7.1.3 St Joseph's Catholic School 

St Joseph's Catholic School is a full primary school (Years 1-8) with a roll of 73 students.  The 
main vehicle access to St Joseph's Catholic School is from Seddon Street with pedestrian 

access primarily off Queen Street.  Footpaths are provided on both sides of Queen Street and 

only on the school side of Seddon Street.  Kea crossings are provided on Queen Street, outside 
the school and on Princes Street.  There are no cycle facilities provided in the area. 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following.  

 Seddon Street Queen Street Princes Street Anne Street 

AM Peak mean speed 18 km/hr 30 km/hr 23 km/hr 17 km/hr 

PM Peak mean speed 22 km/hr 31 km/hr 23 km/hr 19 km/hr 

Freeflow speed 28 km/hr 42 km/hr 25 km/hr 28 km/hr 

Posted speed limit 50 km/hr 50 km/hr 50 km/hr 50 km/hr 

Figure 21 St Joseph's Catholic School 

 

Due to the through road nature of Seddon Street and Queen Street it is recommended that a 
variable speed limit is installed in this location.  

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended in the vicinity of St Joseph's Catholic School: 

 Install a 30km/hr variable speed limit on the following sections of road: 

– Seddon Street between Anne Street and 190m north of Anne Street (RP210). 

– Queen Street between 65m north of Princes Street (RP 280) and Anne Street. 

– Princes Street between Queen Street and King Street west. 
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– Anne Street between Seddon Street and Queen Street. 

 Install variable school threshold treatments on Queen Street, Seddon Street and Princes 

Street approaches to the school. 

 Install new speed limit signage as required. 

 Consider upgrading the kea crossings on Queen Street and Princes Street to raised zebra 

crossings. 

 

7.1.4 Te Kuiti High School 

Te Kuiti High School is a secondary school (Years 9-15) with a roll of 277 students.  The main 

vehicle and pedestrian access to Te Kuiti High School is from Hospital Street with access also 
available off Eketone Street.  Footpaths are provided on both sides of Hospital Road and 
Eketone Street to the school entrance, after which they are only on the opposite side of the 

road.  No pedestrian crossing or cycle facilities provided in the area. 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following.  

 Hospital Street Eketone Street 

AM Peak mean speed 30 km/hr 26 km/hr 

PM Peak mean speed 30 km/hr 32 km/hr 

Freeflow speed 41 km/hr 42 km/hr 

Posted speed limit 50 km/hr 50 km/hr 

Figure 22 Te Kuiti High School 

 

A variable speed limit is recommended to be installed in this location.  Further discussion should 
be held with the community with respect to lowering the speed limit in this area. 
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Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended in the vicinity of Te Kuiti High School: 

 Install a 30km/hr variable speed limit on the following sections of road: 

– Hospital Street between State Highway 3 (RP 210) and Eketone Street. 

– Eketone Street between Hill Street and Hospital Road. 

– George Street from Eketone Street to 155m south of State Highway 3 (RP155). 

 Install variable school threshold treatments on George Street and Hospital Street 

approaches to the school. 

 Install variable speed limit side road signage on Hill Street and Ailsa Street approaches to 
Eketone Street and Ngatai Street approach to George Street. 

 

7.1.5 Te Kuiti Primary School 

Te Kuiti Primary School is a full primary school (Years 1-8) with a roll of 325 students.  The main 
vehicle access to Te Kuiti Primary School is from Rora Street with additional access also 

available off the Domain access road.  Footpaths are provided on the school side of Rora Street 
and the domain side of the access road, except for the section adjacent to the school buildings 

where there are footpaths on both sides of the road.  There is a patrolled zebra crossing across 

the Domain access road in the vicinity of the school.  There are no cycle facilities provided in the 
area. 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following.  

 Rora Street Domain access road 

AM Peak mean speed 20 km/hr -- km/hr 

PM Peak mean speed 20 km/hr -- km/hr 

Freeflow speed 25 km/hr -- km/hr 

Posted speed limit 50 km/hr 20 km/hr 
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Figure 23 Te Kuiti Primary School 

 

Due to the isolated and contained area surrounding Te Kuiti Primary School a permanent speed 
limit is recommended for this area.  It should be noted that the speed limit on the Domain 

access road is 20km/hr. 

Recommendation  

 The following changes are recommended in the vicinity of Te Kuiti Primary School: 

 Lower the speed limit to 30km/hr on Rora Street (North) from Rora Street to its end. 

 Install school threshold treatments on Rora Street approach to the school. 

 

7.2 Other roads 

7.2.1 Gadsby Road 

Gadsby Road is a local no exit road off State Highway 3 at the northern end of Te Kuiti that is 

1583m long and has an open road speed limit. 

This road was identified for review from a resident request.   

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

Gadsby Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 41km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 60km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating Medium 
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Figure 24 Gadsby Road 

 

This side road intersects with State Highway 3 which has a 70km/hr speed limit and a similar 

level of development.   

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Gadsby Road: 

 Lower the speed limit to 60km/hr for the full length of Gadsby Road. 

 Update existing and install new speed limit signage as required. 

 

8. Waitomo 
8.1 Schools 

There are two schools in Waitomo for which the speed limit needs to be lowered in the vicinity of 

to assist with safety and accessibility. 

8.1.1 Te Wharekura o Maniapoto 

Te Wharekura o Maniapoto is a composite school (Year 1-15) with a current roll of 116 
students.  The school is located on Oparure Road with vehicle and pedestrian access off 

Oparure Road only.  

Due to the rural location of the school there are no pedestrian or cycle facilities in the area. 

Speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

 Oparure Road 

AM Peak mean speed 54 km/hr 

PM Peak mean speed 55 km/hr 

Freeflow speed 59 km/hr 

Posted speed limit 80 km/hr 
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Figure 25 Te Wharekura o Maniapoto 

 

Based on the through road nature of this location a lower variable speed limit of 50km/hr is 
considered to be the most appropriate in this location.   

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended in the vicinity of Te Wharekura o Maniapoto: 

 Install a variable speed limit of 50 km/hr on Oparure Road from 400m west of Fullerton 
Road (RP 2800) to 110m east of Boddie Road (RP 3355). 

 Install variable school threshold treatments on Oparure Road on both approaches to the 

school. 

 

8.1.2 Waitomo Caves School 

Waitomo Caves School is a full primary school (Years 1-8) with a roll of 25 students.  Vehicle 

and pedestrian access to Waitomo Caves School is from a private road off Waitomo Village 
Road.  There are limited pedestrian facilities and no cycle facilities in the area with the majority 

of students arriving and departing by bus or car. 

There have been no reported crashes in the last 10 years in the vicinity of the school. 
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Figure 26 Waitomo Caves School 

 

As the school is located on a private road there is no safety and speed information in 

MegaMaps. 

 

8.2 Other Roads 

8.2.1 Hangatiki Township 

All local roads within Hangatiki currently have an open road (100km/hr) speed limit.  This is 

considered to be inappropriate, and the speed limit should be reduced to better reflect the use 
of these roads. 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

Road Name Posted speed 
limit (km/hr) 

Mean Free 
Flow Speed 

(km/hr) 

Safe and 
Appropriate 

Speed (km/hr) 

Infrastructure 
Risk Rating 

Pukeroa Road 100 30 60 High 

No data is available for the remaining roads in the area. 
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Figure 27 Pukeroa Road and Kiwi Street 

 

The public road sections of Pukeroa Road and Kiwi Street have very little development along 

their length and an 80km/hr speed limit is considered to be appropriate.  It should be noted that 

the private road sections of Pukeroa Road and Kiwi Street have residential dwellings accessing 
them and signage indicating that a 50km/hr speed limit applies. 

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Hangatiki: 

 Lower the speed limit to 80km/hr on the full length of the following roads: 

– Pukeroa Road 

– Kiwi Street 

 Install threshold style treatments at the change in speed limit location on the approach to 

State Highway 37. 

 

8.2.2 Brooklee Road 

Brooklee Road is a short no exit road off State Highway 37 that currently has an open road 

speed limit. 

This road was identified for review as the existing speed limit is out of context with the operation 
of the road.   

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

Brooklee Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 36km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 60km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating Medium 
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It should be noted that the safe and appropriate speed for all unsealed roads is 60km/hr. 

Figure 28 Brooklee Road 

 

Due to the straight alignment of the short length of road and its low traffic volume an 80km/hr 

speed limit is considered to be appropriate to provide consistency with the adjacent state 

highway.   

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Brooklee Road: 

 Lower the speed limit to 80km/hr on the full length of Brooklee Road. 

 Update existing and/or install new speed limit signage as required. 

 

8.2.3 Fullerton Road 

Fullerton Road runs between State Highway 37 and Oparure Road and is an alternative route 

between Waitomo and Te Kuiti that currently has an open road speed limit.   

This road was identified for review as the existing speed limit is out of context with the road 

environment.   

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

Fullerton Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 48km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 60km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating High 

There has been one report crash in the last 10 years which was a loss of control crash that 

resulted in a fatality in 2014. 
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Figure 29 Fullerton Road 

 

Due to the tortuous alignment of the road and its low traffic volume an 80km/hr speed limit is 

considered to be appropriate.   

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Fullerton Road: 

 Lower the speed limit to 80km/hr on Fullerton Road from Oparure Road to the existing 
50km/hr speed limit 100m south of State Highway 37. 

 Install threshold treatment at the change in speed limit south of State Highway 37. 

 Install speed limit signs at regular intervals along the road. 

 

8.2.4 Hangatiki East Road 

Hangatiki East Road is a collector road that runs between Te Kumi and Te Kuiti for and 6km 

long with a primarily open road speed limit. 

This road was identified for review as Te Korapatu Pa is located on the southern end of this 

road and concerns have been raised about the speed and number of heavy vehicles using this 
road.  Te Korapatu Pa is located approximately 1km north of the Te Kumi Station Road 
intersection. 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 
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Hangatiki East Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 60km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 80km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating Medium High 

Figure 30 Hangatiki East Road / Te Korapatu Pa 

 

Due to the limited interaction between the marae and the road and the straight alignment which 
will result in poor compliance no changes to the speed limit are proposed in this area at this 
stage.  Changes to the speed limit in this area need to be considered as part of a wider strategy 

for speed limits on rural roads across the district. 

To assist with speed management, edgelines should be marked for the full length of the road.  
The curve warning signage especially north of the fertiliser work should be reviewed and 

upgraded as required.   

The location of Te Korapatu Pa is currently not identified and advance and directional signage 

should be installed to show the location of the marae.   

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Hangatiki East Road: 

 Install advance and directional marae signage for Te Kauae Marae on both approaches to 
the marae. 

 Mark edgelines on both sides of the road for the full length of the road. 

 Review curve warning signage for the full length of the road and upgrade as necessary. 

 

8.2.5 Mangarino Road 

Mangarino Road is a collector road that runs between Hangitaiki and Te Kuiti for and 12km long 

with a primarily open road speed limit. 

This road was identified for review as Te Kauae marae is located approximately 1110m west of 
State Highway 3 at Hangitiki. 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 
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Mangarino Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 57km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 80km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating Medium High 

Figure 31 Mangarino Road / Te Kauae marae 

 

Due to the limited interaction between the marae and the road no changes to the speed limit are 
proposed in this area at this stage.  Changes to the speed limit in this area needs to be 
considered as part of a wider strategy for speed limits on rural roads across the district. 

The location of Te Kauae marae is currently not identified and advance and directional signage 
should be installed to show the location of the marae . 

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Mangarino Road in the vicinity of Te Kauae 

marae: 

 Install advance and directional marae signage for Te Kauae Marae on both approaches to 
the marae 

 

8.2.6 Mangatea Road 

Mangatea Road is a local no exit road off State Highway 3 that is 4875m long with an open road 
speed limit.  The last 2.6km of the road is unsealed. 

This road was identified for review as Mōtiti and Tomotuki (Parekaitini) maraes are located on 

the northern end of this road.   

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

Mangatea Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 26km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 60km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating High 
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The default safe and appropriate speed for all unsealed roads is 60km/hr.  Due to the limited 
interaction between the marae and the road no changes to the speed limit are proposed in this 

area at this stage.  Changes to the speed limit in this area needs to be considered as part of a 
wider strategy for speed limits on rural roads across the district. 

Figure 32 Mangatea Road / Mōtiti and Tomotuki (Parekaitini) maraes 

 

The location of Mōtiti and Tomotuki (Parekaitini) maraes is currently not identified and advance 

and directional signage should be installed to show the location of the maraes.   

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Mangarino Road in the vicinity of Mōtiti and 
Tomotuki (Parekaitini) maraes: 

 Install advance and directional marae signage for Mōtiti and Tomotuki (Parekaitini) maraes 

on the approaches to the maraes. 

 

8.2.7 Ngatapuwae Road 

Ngatapuwae Road is a no exit local road off Te Anga Road that is 3100m long with an open 

road speed limit that is unsealed. 

This road was identified for review as Pohatuiri marae is located on the northern end of this 

road.   

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

Ngatapuwae Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 20km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 60km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating High 

The default safe and appropriate speed for all unsealed roads is 60km/hr.  Due to the limited 

interaction between the marae and the road no changes to the speed limit are proposed in this 
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area at this stage.  Changes to the speed limit in this area needs to be considered as part of a 
wider strategy for speed limits on rural roads across the district. 

Figure 33 Ngatapuwae Road / Pohatuiri marae 

 

The location of Pohatuiri marae is currently not identified and advance and directional signage 

should be installed to show the location of the marae.   

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Ngatapuwae Road: 

 Install advance and directional marae signage for Pohatuiri marae on the approach to the 

marae 

 

8.2.8 Oparure Road 

Oparure Road runs between State Highway 3 and Ngapaenga Road and is 19.1km long with an 
80km/hr speed limit between RP 2550 and 4100 and an open road speed limit on the remaining 

sections of the road.  The section under review is between State Highway 3 and RP8100.  See 
Section 8.1.1 for proposed speed limits in the vicinity of Te Wharekura o Maniapoto. 

This section of Oparure Road was identified for review due to having three or more fatal and/or 

serious crashes in the last 10 years as well as having Oparure (Te Waipatoto) marae located on 
this road. 
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Figure 34 Oparure Road crashes 

 

There have been twenty-five crashes reported in the 10 year period 2013 – 2022 inclusive with 
two fatal, two serious, eight minor and fourteen non-injury crashes.  Twenty-one of the crashes 

occurring in the section between State Highway 3 and RP 8100.  The majority of the crashes 

were single vehicle loss of control crashes with one of the fatal crashes an intersection type 
crash at the quarry entrance.  There have been no fatal or serious crashes reported since 2018. 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

Oparure Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 78-86km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 80km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating Medium 

A lower speed limit in the vicinity of the quarry access at RP 8000 was a recommendation from 

the coroner’s report following the fatal crash at this location in 2016.  Improvements including a 
right turn bay and widening have been installed at this intersection.   

The alignment of the road varies with a primarily straight alignment between State Highway 3 

and Troopers Road changing to a more winding environment to the west of Troopers Road.   
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Figure 35 Oparure Road / Oparure (Te Waipatoto) marae 

 

Due to the high number of crashes, the number of accesses including the marae and the 
section between State Highway 3 and Fullerton Road being part of the alternative route 

between Te Kuiti and Waitomo a lower speed limit is considered to be appropriate in this area. 

See Section 8.1.1 for proposed speed limits in the vicinity of Te Wharekura o Maniapoto.  Any 

changes to the speed limit on the remaining section of Oparure Road needs to be considered 

as part of a wider strategy for speed limits on rural roads across the district. 

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Oparure Road: 

 Lower the speed limit to 80km/hr on the following sections of road; 

– Oparure Road from State Highway 3 to 160m west of Fullerton Road (RP2550) 

– Oparure Road from 635m west of Boddie Road (RP 4100) to 630m west of Troopers 
Road (RP8100) 

 Install threshold treatment at the change in speed limit locations. 

 Install speed limit signs at regular intervals along the road and on side roads as required. 

 

8.2.9 Somerville Road 

Sommerville Road runs between Te Kuiti and Te Kumi and is part of an alternative route 

between Waitomo and Te Kuiti with Hangatiki East Road.  The road currently has an open road 
speed limit with a section at the Te Kuiti end under a temporary 70km/hr speed limit. 

This road was identified for review due to concerns regarding the appropriateness of the 

existing speed limit.   

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 
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Somerville Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 61km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 80km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating Medium 

There have been eight crashes reported on Somerville Road the last 10 years all of which were 

loss of control that resulted in two minor and six non-injury crashes.  Seven of the crashes have 
occurred in the last 3 years. 

Figure 36 Sommerville Road 

 

Due to the alignment and number of accesses the current 900m section under a temporary 

speed limit should have a lower speed limit of 60km/hr installed.   

Any changes to the speed limit on the remaining section of Somerville Road needs to be 

considered in conjunction with Hangatiki Road and as part of a wider strategy for speed limits 

on rural roads across the district. 

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Sommerville Road: 

 Lower the speed limit to 60km/hr on Sommerville Road from Tammadge Street north for a 
distance of 900m. 
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 Install settlement threshold treatments at the 50/60 change in speed limit at Tammadge 
Street. 

 

8.2.10 Te Anga Road 

Te Anga Road has runs between Waitomo and Te Anga and has a number of distinct sections.  
Two sections near Waitomo have been identified for review below. 

Te Anga Road - Waitomo Valley Road and Tumutumu Road 

The section under review is between Waitomo Valley Road and Tumutumu Road which has an 
open road speed limit, however there are signs on site indicating that the speed limit is 50km/hr 
in this area. 

This road was identified for review as the existing speed limit is out of context with the use of 
this section of road for parking and access to the Waitomo Caves. 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

Te Anga Road - Waitomo Valley Road and Tumutumu Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 43km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 30km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating High 

Figure 37 Te Anga Road – Waitomo 

 

There have been no reported crashes on this section of Te Anga Road.  Due to the low 

pedestrian movements but high vehicle manoeuvres a 60km/hr speed limit is considered to be 

appropriate.   

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Te Anga Road between Waitomo Valley Road and 
Tumutumu Road: 

 Lower the speed limit to 60km/hr on Te Anga Road from Waitomo Village Road to the 
intersection with Tumutumu Road. 

 Install threshold treatments on the Tumutumu Road and Te Anga Road (west) approach to 

the roundabout. 
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Te Anga Road - Tumutumu Road and Ngatapuwae Road 

The section under review is between Tumutumu Road and Ngatapuwae Road which has an 

open road speed limit. 

This road was identified for review as Tokikapu marae is located on this section of the road. 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

Te Anga Road - Tumutumu Road and Ngatapuwae Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 56km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 80km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating High 

There have been seven reported crashes on this section of Te Anga Road in the last 10 years 
resulting in two serious, two minor and three non-injury crashes.  The majority of crashes were 
loss of control with one head-on crash with inappropriate speed a contributing factor in over half 

of the crashes.   

Figure 38 Te Anga Road / Tokikapu marae 

 

Due to the tortuous alignment, high crash rate and number of accesses in this section a lower 

speed limit is considered to be appropriate.   

Further changes to the speed limit in this area needs to be considered as part of a wider 
strategy for speed limits on rural roads across the district. 

The location of Tokikapu marae is currently not identified and advance and directional signage 

should be installed to show the location of the maraes.   

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Te Anga Road between Tumutumu Road and 

Ngatapuwae Road: 
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 Lower the speed limit to 80km/hr on Te Anga Road between the intersections of Tumutumu 
Road and Ngatapuwae Road. 

 Install threshold treatments on the Te Anga Road approach to Ngatapuwae Road. 

 Install advance and directional marae signage for Tokikapu marae on both approaches to 
the marae. 

 

8.2.11 Waitomo Valley Road 

Waitomo Valley Road runs between State Highway 37 and State Highway 31 and has an open 
road speed limit.  This road is shared with Otorohanga District Council, with 5km of the road 

under Waitomo District Council jurisdiction.   

This road was identified for review as the existing speed limit is out of context for the road 
environment and with the operation of the wider roading network.  

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

Waitomo Valley Road 

Posted speed limit 100km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 60km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 80km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating Medium High 

Figure 39 Waitomo Valley Road 
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This route is often used a shortcut to access the Waitomo Caves from the north to avoid the 
State Highway however the alignment is not suitable for unfamiliar drivers especially those from 

overseas and a lower speed limit of 80km/hr is considered to be appropriate.  This is also 
consistent with proposed changes to the speed limit on Fullerton Road and the existing 80km/hr 

speed limit on State Highway 37. 

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Waitomo Valley Road: 

 Lower the speed limit to 80km/hr on Waitomo Valley Road for its full length. 

 Install threshold treatment at the change in speed limit north of State Highway 37. 

 Update existing and/or install new speed limit signage as required. 

Any changes to the speed limit on Waitomo Valley Road will need to be coordinated with 
Otorohanga District Council to provide consistency for drivers. 

 

8.2.12 Waitomo Village Road 

Waitomo Village Road runs between State Highway 37 and Te Anga Road and has a speed 
limit of 50km/hr.  The road name changes to Te Anga Road 887m west of Waitomo Valley 
Road. 

This road was identified for review as the existing speed limit is out of context with the high 
volume of pedestrians and manoeuvring vehicles in this area. 

Safety and speed information from MegaMaps shows the following. 

Waitomo Village Road 

Posted speed limit 50km/hr Mean Free Flow Speed 44km/hr 

Safe and Appropriate Speed 30km/hr Infrastructure Risk Rating Medium High 

There have been twelve reported crashes in the last 10 years with four minor and eight non-
injury.  Five of the crashes were the result of drivers crossing the centreline. 

Figure 40 Waitomo Village Road 
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Due to the high volume of unfamiliar drivers and manoeuvring vehicles a lower speed limit of 

30km/hr is considered to be appropriate.  

Recommendation  

The following changes are recommended for Waitomo Village Road: 

 Lower the speed limit to 30km/hr on Waitomo Village Road for its full length. 

 Install threshold treatment at the change in speed limit west of State Highway 37. 

 Update existing and/or install new speed limit signage as required. 

 

 



 

Report for Thames-Coromandel District Council | WaitomoDC_Interim SMP_Tech Assessments_2023_07_17 | 46 

9. Summary 
A summary of the recommendations for each road or section of road identified above is tabled below.   

Report 

No. 

School / Road Name Recommendations 

2.1.1 Aria School Lower the speed limit to 30km/hr on the full length of Rimu Street and Barclay Road from Ohura Road to RP 325 

Install school threshold style treatments on Barclay Road on both sides of the school. 

2.2.1 Aria Township Correct the legal speed limit to match the posted speed limit of 50km/hr on the following sections of road: 

 Aria Road from 90m NW of Matai Street to Ohura Road 

 Kumara Road from Ohura Road to 120m SW of Ohura Road 

 Ohura Road from Aria Road to 90m east of Kiekie Street 

 Barclay Road from Ohura Road to 40m south of Miro Street 

 Matai Street from Aria Road to Kiekie Street 

 Kiekie Street from Ohura Road to Matai Street 

 Tawa Street from Kiekie Street to End 

2.2.2 Ohura Road Lower the speed limit to 80km/hr on Ohura Road from the existing 50/100 speed limit change to 870m east of Kiekie 

Street (RP930). 

Install settlement threshold treatment at the 80/100 speed limit change location. 

Update existing and/or install new speed limit signage as required. 

Install advance and directional marae signage for Te Paemate Marae. 
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Report 
No. 

School / Road Name Recommendations 

3.1.1 Benneydale Primary School Lower the speed limit to 30km/hr on Mine Road between 360m and 725m east of Maniaiti Street (RP360 - 725). 

Install school threshold style treatments on Mine Road at RP362 and RP725. 

3.1.2 Rangitoto School Lower the speed limit to 60 km/hr on Rangitoto Road between 195m west (RP 9260) and 245m east (RP 9700) of 

Ngapeke Road and on Ngapeke Road from Rangitoto Road for 200m. 

Install school threshold treatments on Rangitoto Road and Ngapeke Road on the approaches to the school. 

3.2.1 Rangitoto Road Install advance and directional marae signage for Te Arohoa Marae on both approaches to the marae. 

4.1.1 Piopio Primary School and Piopio 

College 

Install a 30km/hr variable speed limit on Ruru Street between 330m (RP330) and 850m (RP850) south of Tui Street. 

Install variable school threshold treatments on Ruru Street on each approach to the schools. 

Install additional school signage at RP600 to remind drivers that there is another school in the vicinity.   

4.2.1 Napinapi Road Install directional marae signage for Napinapi Marae at the intersection with Tikitiki Road. 

5.1.1 Mokau School Lower the speed limit to 30km/hr on Aria Terrace from Rerenga Street to Rangi Street and Rangi Street from Tainui 

Street to Aria Terrace. 

Install school threshold style treatments on Rangi Street and Aria Terrace on the approaches to the school. 

5.1.2 Whareorino School Lower the speed limit to 60km/hr on Waikawau Road from the intersection with Manganui Road for 180m. 

Install school threshold style treatments on Waikawau Road at RP10 and RP180. 

5.2.1 Awakino Heads Road Lower the speed limit to 60km/hr for the full length of Awakino Heads Road. 

Install speed limit signage at both intersections with State Highway 3 and install repeater signs midblock to remind 
drivers.   
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Report 
No. 

School / Road Name Recommendations 

5.2.2 Te Mahoe Road Lower the speed limit to 60km/hr for the full length of Te Mahoe Road. 

Install speed limit signage at the beginning and repeater signs along the length of the road. 

5.2.3 Ye Old Mill Road Lower the speed limit to 40km/hr for the full length of Ye Old Mill Road. 

Install speed limit signage at the intersection with State Highway 3. 

6.1.1 Kinohaku School Lower the speed limit to 60km/hr on Kaiwhai Harbour Road from the intersection with Te Waitere Road to RP 450. 

Install school threshold treatments Te Anga Road on both approaches to the school. 

6.1.2 Piripiri School Lower the speed limit to 60km/hr on Te Anga Road from 200m east of the school access (RP 26400) to 200m west 

of the school access (RP 26800). 

Install school threshold treatments Te Anga Road on both approaches to the school. 

6.1.3 Te Kura o Tahaaroa Lower the speed limit to 30km/hr on Taharoa Road from 200m west of Kiwi Street (RP 18700) to the end of the 

public road at RP 19070. 

Install school threshold style treatments on Taharoa Road either side of the school. 

6.2.1 Te Anga Road - between RP 
28000 and Taharoa Road 

No changes are proposed to this section of Te Anga Road. 

7.1.1 Centennial Park School Install a 30km/hr variable speed limit Te Kuiti Road between Lawrence Street and 35m north of Esplanade (RP770), 
Park Street from Te Kuiti Road to William Street. 

Lower the speed limit to 30km/hr on the full length of Manawaiti Street. 

Install variable school threshold treatments on Te Kuiti Road and Park Street approaches to the school. 

Install speed limit signs on the Manawaiti Street approach to Esplanade. 
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Report 
No. 

School / Road Name Recommendations 

7.1.2 Pukenui School Lower the speed limit to 30km/hr on the full length of John Street, King Street West between John Street and 190m 
north of John Street (RP 700) and South Street from Bayne Street to John Street. 

Install school threshold treatments on King Street West and South Street approaches to the school. 

7.1.3 St Joseph's Catholic School Install a 30km/hr variable speed limit on Seddon Street between Anne Street and 190m north of Anne Street 
(RP210), Queen Street between 65m north of Princes Street (RP 280) and Anne Street, Princes Street between 

Queen Street and King Street west and Anne Street between Seddon Street and Queen Street 

Install variable school threshold treatments on Queen Street, Seddon Street and Princes Street approaches to the 
school. 

Consider upgrading the kea crossings on Queen Street and Princes Street to raised zebra crossings. 

7.1.4 Te Kuiti High School Install a 30km/hr variable speed limit Hospital Street between State Highway 3 (RP 210) and Eketone Street, 

Eketone Street between Hill Street and Hospital Road and George Street from Eketone Street to 155m south of 
State Highway 3 (RP155). 

Install variable school threshold treatments on George Street and Hospital Street approaches to the school. 

Install variable speed limit side road signage on Hill Street and Ailsa Street approaches to Eketone Street and 
Ngatai Street approach to George Street. 

7.1.5 Te Kuiti Primary School Lower the speed limit to 30km/hr on Rora Street (North) from Rora Street to its end. 

Install school threshold treatments on Rora Street approach to the school. 

7.2.1 Gadsby Road Lower the speed limit to 60km/hr for the full length of Gadsby Road. 

Update existing and/or install new speed limit signage as required. 
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Report 
No. 

School / Road Name Recommendations 

8.1.1 Te Wharekura o Maniapoto Install a variable speed limit of 50 km/hr on Oparure Road from 400m west of Fullerton Road (RP 2800) to 110m 
east of Boddie Road (RP 3355). 

Install variable school threshold treatments on Oparure Road on both approaches to the school. 

8.1.2 Waitomo Caves School Private Road 

8.2.1 Hangatiki Township Lower the speed limit to 80km/hr on the full length of Pukeroa Road and Kiwi Street. 

Update existing and/or install new speed limit signage as required. 

Install threshold style treatments at the change in speed limit location on the approach to State Highway 37. 

8.2.2 Brooklee Road Lower the speed limit to 80km/hr on the full length of Brooklee Road. 

Update existing and/or install new speed limit signage as required. 

8.2.3 Fullerton Road Lower the speed limit to 80km/hr on Fullerton Road from Oparure Road to the existing 50km/hr speed limit 100m 
south of State Highway 37. 

Install threshold treatment at the change in speed limit south of State Highway 37. 

Update existing and/or install new speed limit signage as required. 

Install speed limit signs at regular intervals along the road. 

8.2.4 Hangatiki East Road Install advance and directional marae signage for Te Kauae Marae on both approaches to the marae. 

Mark edgelines on both sides of the road for the full length of the road. 

Review curve warning signage for the full length of the road and upgrade as necessary. 

8.2.5 Mangarino Road Install advance and directional marae signage for Te Kauae Marae on both approaches to the marae 
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Report 
No. 

School / Road Name Recommendations 

8.2.6 Mangatea Road Install advance and directional marae signage for Mōtiti and Tomotuki (Parekaitini) maraes on the approaches to 
the maraes. 

8.2.7 Ngatapuwae Road Install advance and directional marae signage for Pohatuiri marae on the approach to the marae 

8.2.8 Oparure Road Lower the speed limit to 80km/hr on Oparure Road from State Highway 3 to 160m west of Fullerton Road (RP2550) 
and from 635m west of Boddie Road (RP 4100) to 630m west of Troopers Road (RP8100) 

Install threshold treatments at the change in speed limit locations. 

Install speed limit signs at regular intervals along the road. 

8.2.9 Sommerville Road Lower the speed limit to 60km/hr on Sommerville Road from Tammadge Street north for a distance of 900m. 

Install settlement threshold treatments at the 50/60 change in speed limit at Tammadge Street 

8.2.10 Te Anga Road - Waitomo Valley 

Road and Tumutumu Road 

Lower the speed limit to 60km/hr on Te Anga Road from Waitomo Village Road to the intersection with Tumutumu 

Road. 

Install threshold treatments on the Tumutumu Road and Te Anga Road (west) approach to the roundabout. 

8.2.10 Te Anga Road - Tumutumu Road 
and Ngatapuwae Road 

Lower the speed limit to 80km/hr on Te Anga Road between the intersections of Tumutumu Road and Ngatapuwae 
Road. 

Install threshold treatments on the Te Anga Road approach to Ngatapuwae Road. 

Install advance and directional marae signage for Tokikapu marae on both approaches to the marae. 

8.2.11 Waitomo Valley Road Lower the speed limit to 80km/hr on Waitomo Valley Road for its full length. 

Update existing and/or install new speed limit signage as required. 

Install threshold treatment at the change in speed limit north of State Highway 37. 
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Report 
No. 

School / Road Name Recommendations 

8.2.12 Waitomo Village Road Lower the speed limit to 30km/hr on Waitomo Village Road for its full length. 

Update existing and/or install new speed limit signage as required. 

Install threshold treatment at the change in speed limit west of State Highway 37. 
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