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From: Tamera Ketika <tamera@companionanimals.nz>
Sent: Friday, 16 May 2025 11:28 am
To: haveyoursay
Cc: CANZ Welfare
Subject: Written Submission: Dog Control Bylaw & Policy Review 2025 - Companion Animals 

New Zealand
Attachments: Waitomo District Council Submission May 2025.pdf; Formal Submission Form.pdf

Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization. Block sender | Report

Kia ora, 

Thank you for providing the opportunity for Companion Animals New Zealand (CANZ) to make a submission 
regarding the Dog Control Bylaw & Policy Review 2025.  

Please see attached our formal submission form and ‘Waitomo District Council Submission May 2025’ 
documents that we would like to submit.  

If you have any questions or require any further information, please do not hesitate to reach out 놴놲놵놶놷놳  

Ngā mihi / Many thanks, 
Tamera Welfare Assistant 

Companion Animals New Zealand  
Phone: 0508 LOSTPET  
PO Box 27273, Marion Square, Wellington 6141 

Visit our website  
Like us on Facebook 

For urgent assistance or enquiries about lost or found animals, please contact the NZ Companion Animal 
Register: email info@animalregister.co.nz or phone 0508 LOSTPET (567873).  
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Nicola McDonald 021 953 914

Companion Animals New Zealand (CANZ)

nicola@companionanimals.nz

Please see attached document 'Waitomo District Council Submission May 2025' for further information. 

Please see attached document 'Waitomo District Council Submission May 2025' for further information. 

Please see attached document 'Waitomo District Council Submission May 2025' for further information. 

X
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13 May 2025 

Waitomo District Council  
PO Box 404  
Te Kūiti 3941. 
 
 
Submission re: Dog Policy & Bylaw Review 2025 

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposed changes to your  

Dog Policy and Bylaw. 

Companion Animals New Zealand (CANZ), formerly the New Zealand Companion Animal Council, 

is a respected animal welfare organisation committed to advancing A Good Life for companion 

animals. We own and manage the New Zealand Companion Animal Register (NZCAR) and actively 

promote the importance of permanent identification and traceability through microchipping and 

registration. The NZCAR is NZ’s leading microchip database for pets with more than 1.4 million 

pets registered and over 1000 approved users nationwide, such as vet clinics, SPCA and rescues. 

We connect companion animals to their guardian details to ensure swift repatriation in case of 

separation, and we offer a lost and found service. Through our ‘Good Life for Animals’ research, 

community engagement and education work we promote improved standards for welfare and 

responsible companion animal guardianship in New Zealand. Our mission is that all companion 

animals in New Zealand should enjoy ‘A Good Life’. 

The Importance of Microchipping and Registration 

Companion Animals NZ strongly advocates for the microchipping and registration of all dogs on 

the New Zealand Companion Animal Register (NZCAR). Dogs that are microchipped and 

registered on the NZCAR are three times more likely to be reunited with their guardians. We 

encourage councils across New Zealand to check the NZCAR guardianship records when 

attempting to reunite lost or roaming dogs with their guardians, particularly in cases where 

council records for dogs may be unavailable.  
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Our feedback 

Companion Animals New Zealand supports measures that promote responsible dog 

guardianship, public safety, and animal welfare. The following feedback is provided with these 

goals in mind, and we appreciate the Council’s efforts to update their policies in line with 

community needs and best practices in animal management. 

Feedback on Proposed On-Leash and Prohibited Area Changes 

While we are not locals to Waitomo and therefore cannot comment specifically on the proposed 

changes to Ward Street Reserve and Centennial Park, we would like to offer some general 

recommendations regarding the importance of maintaining accessible recreational areas and 

parks for dogs and their guardians. 

Recreational areas are essential for promoting the physical and mental wellbeing of both dogs 

and their guardians. Off-leash activity supports healthy weight, improves behaviour, and 

encourages regular outdoor exercise. This is particularly important given research showing that 

over 40% of New Zealand’s dog population is overweight or obese (Animates, n.d.; Forrest et al., 

2022). 

Dog parks and other accessible off-leash areas have been shown to increase dog owner 

satisfaction and usage (Lee et al., 2009). The NZ Code of Welfare for Dogs emphasises that a lack 

of sufficient exercise can lead to both behavioural and health issues, affecting not only the dog 

but also their human companions and the wider community. Furthermore, studies indicate that 

on-leash walks often do not meet dogs’ natural pace or cognitive needs, whereas managed off-

leash experiences allow for essential behaviours such as exploration, sniffing, and mental 

stimulation (Foltin & Ganslosser, 2021). 

To help balance safety with freedom, we recommend promoting the use of longlines with dog 

owners. Longlines give dogs more freedom of movement while still being under direct control. 

They support natural behaviours like roaming and scenting and are especially valuable in public 

areas where full off-leash access may not be appropriate. For more guidance on longline use, 

please see our educational video: Summer ‘Pet-iquette’ Series – Long Lines and Safe Play. 
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Companion Animals New Zealand provides a range of free online resources designed to support 

dog guardians in practicing responsible care and management. These resources include an 

evidence-based online library, free webinars, and informative videos on topics such as ethical 

training tools, behaviour modification, and safe handling practices like the use of longlines. 

 Online library: https://www.companionanimals.nz/articles-and-advice 

 Free webinars and videos: 

https://www.youtube.com/@companionanimalsnewzealand341/featured 

 

We would welcome the opportunity to also provide information outlining our position on 

cats in relation to any upcoming bylaw revisions and proposals. 

 

Thank you for considering our feedback. If you have any questions regarding this, please feel free 

to contact me. 

Ngā mihi  

 

Dr Nicola McDonald 

Animal Welfare Operations Officer 

Companion Animal New Zealand 

PO Box 27273, Marion Square, Wellington 6141 

nicola@companionanimals.nz 

Ph: 021 953 914 
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